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V.B.S. Series are based on the theme, “Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior”. They have grown out y 
of successful past experience, and are now 
even further improved. The lessons are inter- 
esting and attention-compelling; and are 
arranged so that the children of every age 
group study the same subject at the same 
time. This permits one teacher to handle sev- 
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iM CALLING YOU 


be the minister's best friend. To 
the pastor who prizes a successful 
hurch, which is ministering to the 
atire community, I am a necessity. 


I will advertise your church. Every 
reek or month I will call on everyone 
1 your community and tell them what 
ou have done, what you are do‘ng, 
nd what you propose to do. I will 
ll them of the benefits that may bs 
erived from regular church attendance. 


I will increase your prestige by 
nlarging your usefulness. 


I will increase the attendance at all 
hurch and auxiliary services by regu- 
arly inviting every man, woman and 


hild to church. 


I will encourage every church aux- 
liary by giving the news and compli- 
venting those responsible for the work. 


I will act as your assistant pastor, 
or I can do everything you can do 
md can reach many people you can- 
(ot reach. 


I will keep non-resident members 
aformed and in touch with their 
ome church. 


I will be of no expense to you, and 
ou may establish me in your church 
vithout cost. 


I will aid you and your church 
inancially, for I pay for mysef. If 
ou will use me extensively I will 
nake a good profit for you. 


I will make you a progressive pastor, 
nd will do many more things for you, 
sroviding you use the plan and service 
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THE REASONABLENESS 
OF IMMORTALITY 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


T IS always hard to get men to believe that 
which is in itself, unreasonable. Christianity 
does not ask for such belief. It deals, 

ndeed, with the things that are not seen, and 
‘alls for faith, but for faith only in that which 
s in itself reasonable. In the midst of his 
lefense at Caesarea before the Procurator Festus 
ind King Agrippa and Bernice, Paul suddenly 
jung out this question: “Why should it be 
hought a thing incredible with you, that God 
should raise the dead?” Paul had preached 
is central truths of his doctrine, the Resurrec- 
ton of Christ and the Resurrection of believers 
m Christ. And in the midst of his defense he 
yauses for a moment to remind the king of 
he reasonableness of this doctrine. 


[he Universal Thought, Instinct, and Desire 
For Immortality 


The thought of immortality is a part of 
nan’s constitution, and an inseparable part. It 
$ woven into the very fabric of his nature. 
[he question then arises, How could this 
hought of immortality have arisen in man’s 
nind and heart? How could it have originated 
n him unless there is the answering fact of 
mmortality? How could man have so great 
in idea, so great a hope, if there is no corre- 
ponding reality? And still more, how could 
ve have held it so long, and in spite of the 
‘act that the earth is one vast cemetery — dead 
‘orests, dead animals, dead empires and sys- 
ems, and dead men? In spite of the fact that 
man has lived surrounded by the constant 
eminders of mortality, he has clung to his 
selief in immortality. This is a fact of the 
sreatest significance. The wise man said, “Thou 
vast put eternity in his heart.” There is no 
joubt that man, who is born to trouble as the 
parks fly upward and whose days are as a 
hadow that pineth, and as an hand breadth, 
1as the thought of eternal life in his heart. 
So far as we can see, God has never im- 
slanted an instinct unless He supplies the 
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organ also for the gratification of that instinct. 
The bird has the instinct to fly, and wings 
with which to do it. The fish has the instinct 
to swim, and has the fins with which to do 
it. The bee has the instinct to secrete honey, 
and honey and wax are provided. Are we to 
think that God’s plan breaks down only when 
we come to the highest creature of all, and in 
that creature the highest instinct of all, the 
instinct for the life to come? Were that so, 
then God created man only to allow him to 
be deceived and duped, and has encouraged 
him to expect and desire what we can never 
have. That would be unlike God. 


“My own dim life should teach me this 
_ That life shall live forevermore; 
Else earth is darkness at the core, 
And dust and ashes all that is.” 


The Character of God 


On perhaps only one occasion did Jesus 
directly argue for immortality and against anni- 
hilation of the spirit at death. As we have 
seen He always assumed and took for granted 
life to come and proceeded upon that basis. 
But there was one exception to this general 
plan. That was when the Sadducees came to 
Him with the question about the woman who 
had been married seven times and had sur- 
vived all her husbands. The Sadducees did 
not believe in the Resurrection. 

Jesus patiently, but powerfully, exposed the 
fallacy of the Sadducees. In the first place, He 
said they had a mistaken conception of the 
future. life in making it just the continuation 
of the conditions of this life. In heaven, He 
said, marriage in its physical relationship, can- 
not exist. There they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels of 
heaven. This does not mean, of course, that . 
souls cannot be reunited and have fellowship 
in the life to come. 

Then Christ proceeded further and took up 
the whole challenge of the Sadducees in their 
unbelief as to a future life. Christ based His 
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argument for immortality on the character and 
nature of God. It is impossible to believe in 
God and not believe in immortality. One 1s 
just as reasonable and credible as the other. 
Nor can one believe in immortality and not at 
the same time believe in God. The honor and 
majesty of God are linked with man’s im- 
mortality. 


“Thou wilt not leave us in the dust, 
Thou madest man, he knows not why. 
He thinks he was not made to die. 

And Thou hast made him; Thou art just.” 


The Incompleteness of Life 


Death always preaches to us that sermon. If 
it preaches the brevity and the uncertainty of 
life, and that in the midst of life we are in 
death, it also preaches a great sermon on life’s 
incompleteness. I care not whether it is the 
death of a little infant, like a flower no sooner 
blown than blasted, or of a man who is in 
the midst of his years, or of one who has 
outlived all his contemporaries, that is always 
the sermon that death preaches—life is incom- 
plete. Even for those who have had the high- 
est talent and found great and effectual doors 
opened for the use and display of those tal- 
ents, even they, when they pass from us, seem 
to speak of the incompleteness of life. 

Man seems to come to an end as Moses 
died on Nebo’s lonely mountain; just on the 
borders of the land which he desires to enter. 
He has endowments on a scale immeasurably 
larger than his needs in this life. He has inter- 
minable longing after a higher and a future 
life, which only immortality itself and the 
greatness of immortality can ever satisfy. Oae 
of the most striking and impressive things ever 
said on the subject of immortality and man’s 
need for it was what Hortense, the daughter 
of Napoleon’s Josephine, and the mother of 
Napoleon III, wrote to her son when he was 
for a brief time in America and when seriously 
ill, she did not expect to meet him again in 
this life: “Believe,” she said, “that certainly 
we shall meet again. Have faith in this con- 
soling idea. It is too necessary not to be true.” 


The Need for the Enactment of Justice 


Man has a deep instinct for justice, and a 
deep belief, too, that the Judge of all the earth 
must do right. But here, certainly, in this 
world, we do not see the working out of full 
and complete justice. Good men are often per- 
secuted and afflicted while evil men spread 
themselves like a green bay tree. Merit is often 
submerged and not recognized while men 
without talent are raised to high place. There 
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is, of course, a law of justice and retribution 
at work in this world. But just enough to let. 
us know that God judges, but not finally, in 
this world and that there is a judgment to 
come. This inner conviction as to justice lies 
at the foundation of all our laws, and is within 
the soul as a great longing. To say, then, that 
death is the end is to deny this great convic- 
tion as to the working out of justice. It would 
mean that Moses and Pharaoh, Elijah and 
Jezebel, John the Baptist and Herodias, and 
Nero, the martyrs and their persecutors, Hitler 
and his victims, fare just the same. If, in 
the end, justice is to be done, then we have a 
faith which can endure the evil and the in- 
justices of this world, but if death is the end 
of the chapter, then “chaos is come again.” 


Human Love and Affection 


“The heart,” Pascal says, ‘“has reasons of its 
own, of which the mind knows nothing.’”’ Time 
is too short for affection. The human heart 
demands eternity. In the words of an elo- 
quent doubter, “Life is a narrow veil between 
the cold and barren peaks of two eternities. 
We strive in vain to look beyond the heights. 
We cry aloud, and the only answer is the echo 
of our wailing cry. From the voiceless lips otf 
our unreplying dead there comes no word, but 
in the night of death, hope sees a star and 
listening love can hear the rustle of a wing.” 
Those beautiful words, although they come 
from the lips of a doubter, gave noble expres- 
sion to the hope of the human heart. 

After the other women had gone away, and 
after the two disciples had inspected the empty 
sepulchre and gone back to their homes, John 
tells us that “Mary stood without the sepulchre 
weeping.” Forever Mary weeping at the grave 
is the symbol of the heart’s affection and the 
heart’s sorrow. Love finds no ray of comfort 
save in the hope of meeting again upon some 
other shore. It may be that to have loved 
and lost is better than to have never loved 
at all. But far better is it to have the faith that 
tells us that we have loved and not lost. The 
recollection of departed friends is good; but 
our hope of meeting again is still better. Good 
is the sunset glow; but far better is the golden’ 
light of the radiant morning and the unclouded 
dawn. These, then, are some of the great 
considerations which make reasonable and cred- 
ible the full revelation of Eternal Life beyond 
the grave which we have in Jesus Christ, who 
brought life and immortality to life in the 
Gospel. a 

These considerations and facts about human 
life and the human heart which we have men- 
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INFERIORITY IN THE MINISTER'S LIFE 


WAYNE C. CLARK 


FORMIDABLE antagonist the minister 

may have to face is the disquieting fear 

of being inferior, and the vague, ill- 
oncealed and poorly controlled feeling of in- 
ecurity, which is an integral part of the gen- 
tal picture of an inner-disturbance of lesser or 
greater intensity. As a result of these half- 
uspected vagaries of uncertainty, there may be 
n the sombre background of his mind an 
ften undetected apprehension that some time, 
ind in some unexpected way, he will be found 
mut for what he really is, be discovered to be 
nferior, and fail really to measure up to the 
*xpectations others cherish for him. As a re- 
ult, he may feel vaguely uneasy and somewhat 
insure of himself in the presence of other 
Jergymen, especially those who reputedly com- 
mand a larger following and enjoy a greater 
emuneration than his own. His associations 
with men may not be wholly happy. He may 
eel an unseen but potent wall of separation, 
which he rationalizes into aversion on the part 
yf others, to his peculiar calling, but which 
may be, in reality, a separation of his own 
making and an indirect, if not direct, result of 
lis own fear of not being able, quite, to meas- 
ire up to the quality of the company with 
which he finds himself. As a result, he may 
herish well-defined or ill-defined feeling of 
ejection by his colleagues or by other groups 
within the social structure. 

The origins of these fears are many and 
liverse. They may lie in the remote dynamic- 
yattern of his personality, and they may lie in 
he more or less immediate personality-pattern. 
Senerally speaking, the most profound origins 
vill lie in the most remote influences, many of 
hem dating back to earliest childhood. Such 
ipprehensions may have originated in early 
ensations of rejection by parents. They may 
lave arisen through the conviction that one’s 
tigins were mean or less than humble, that 
mne’s early background was inadequate to his 
yresent position, and that one’s mental and 
noral endowment were unequal to the demands 
yf society. ee 
This is a situation worthy of serious con- 
ideration by more ministers than one may 
tiginally assume, because many American 
lergymen found their origins in rural areas, 
or which they may have vague feeling of in- 
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feriority. Furthermore, they found is neces- 
sary, for the most part, to live most economi- 
cally. Many «had to. forego the moderate 
luxuries of life. It was necessary for them to 
occupy what they felt to be inferior positions 
in life. Of course the ego endeavored to 
compensate for the humiliation, but neverthe- 
less the humiliation was present. Many had to 
perform menial tasks, to finance their educa- 
tional processes. When schooling was finished 
and the clergyman and his family started on 
the road of the active ministry, the financial 
remuneration was such that it further aggra- 
vated these persistent feelings of inferiority. 
For it is a fact, not usually recognized by any 
other than the clergyman, that financial re- 
muneration is more than a means of livelihood; 
it is also a means of self-respect. The minis- 
ter, however, does not like to feel, nor does 
he wish to recognize these factors in his per- 
sonality problem, and so tends to repress the 
unpleasant truth in his subconscious mind, 
where it does not rest but rather emerges in 
the form of other types of fears, or even in 
certain kinds of bodily ailments and com- 
plaints. In reality, there is nothing little or 
mean, either in such origins or in such fe- 
munerations, but our culture, being what it is, 
a strong personality is required to withstand 
the insinuations of incompetency and inferior- 
ity that beat continuously from this quarter 
upon the citadel of the minister's soul, and 
render vulnerable his self-esteem, which is so 
vital to his life satisfaction and success. 

More pernicious, however, is the insidious 
manner in which these dark fears reveal and, 
simultaneously endeavor to conceal themselves. 
The aspects of this phase of the problem are 
many and varied, and almost incapable of ex- 
haustive enumeration and description. Foremost 
among them, nevertheless, is the tendency 
toward compliance, a too-obvious bid for favor, 
and a too direct movement toward people. 
This is specifically illustrated in the overt ten- 
dency toward flattery, which is simply one 
method of bringing people under one’s control 
and thus compensating for certain, suspected 
apprehension of inadequacy. In assuming this 
role, the minister consciously or unconsciously 
seeks to manipulate people by special favors 
or special attentions. Although the idea is 
repugnant, part of his motivation in calling 
upon the sick may be in this area. The naming 
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and praising of certain individuals in his con- 
gregation for certain duties which were pet- 
formed in a mediocre or unsatisfactory way, 
may be a part of this picture. His personal 
approach is on the subtle basis of flattery, 
either apparent or hidden. It is possibly the 
only method he knows of managing people he 
fears, and with whom he feels inferior. Un- 
fortunately, he thus creates the suspicion that 
he is insincere, that he does not mean what 
he says, and that he is using such a method 
for the very purpose he really is using it. 
It thus becomes a boomerang that eventually 
nullifies his usefulness and necessitates his 
moving on, where the same process is repeated 
again, for it has been repeated before. The 
pattern rarely changes, for the unfortunate man 
lacks“insight into the real nature of his prob- 
lem. 

I believe plagiarism to be another aspect of 
the so-called inferiority complex. _This is a 
practice employed too widely by ministers. The 
percentage of clergymen who rely entirely upon 
their own ingenuity and originality is com- 
paratively small. The percentage may be non- 
existent. To the fearful clergyman, the other 
man’s thoughts and ideas appear better than 
his own. He reasons with himself that he 
could never say it quite so well, that in his 
own words the truth would never appeal quite 
so forcibly, and “‘after all,” he tells himself 
further, “so long as I make it my own what 
harm is there?” And the answer could very 
well be: “Simply the harm that it does to 
one’s own self-respect and the encouragement 
_ of the apprehension of being found out for 
what he fears himself to be, incompetent and 
inadequate.” Eventually, the clergyman _be- 
comes the individual who is thinking other 
men’s thoughts after them, rather than God’s 
thoughts. His sermons become digests and 
compilations of other men’s sermons. He 
teaches the point, eventually, where he is 
actually afraid to launch out on the deep of 
his own mental and spiritual life, and con- 
tinues to swim around in the stagnant ponds of 
pre-digested thoughts. As a result, he fails to 
achieve a healthy respect for himself. He con- 
structs an idealized image out of and beyond 
himself, which he imagines himself to be, and 
_ thus he fails ever to achieve his own posi- 
tive and distinctive personality. Fear is the 
enemy which defeats him. 

_ This unfortunate apprehension may evidence 
itself further, in what I term undue aggressive- 
ness. I say undue, because a certain amount 
of aggressiveness is characteristic of the well- 
integrated personality. The clergyman who 
fears he is inferior, however, carries his cam- 
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paign too-far in the unconscious effort to prove 
to his own ego and to the outside world, that 
he is actually superior rather than inferior. 
This may account for the unpleasant habit 
some ministers have of continually describing 
their own exploits, enumerating their financial 
achievements, and announcing their numerical 
gains in membership. It is all a part of the 
picture of the small boy who feels small, 
whistling in the dark to keep his courage up. 
By speaking thus he may eventually be able to 
convince others of his superiority, and in con- 
vincing others, he may eventually be able to 
convince himself. Of course, you have heard 
it said that a bore is a person who persists in 
talking about his operation, when you want to 
talk about yours. In like token, the boresome 
clergyman is the one who persists in discussing 
his acquisitions and achievements, while you 
would like to discuss yours, for the same rea- 
son he likes to discuss his. However, the ag- 
gressive spirit does not stop here, nor does it 
always begin here. The apprehensive clergy- 
man may be the very one the man in the pew 
least suspects; he seems so strong, so fearless, 
so courageous, so militant. He fights anything 
and everything, any time. He sallies forth to do 
warfare in this crusade and that one. He does 
noble battle against the adversary in the area 
of theological controversary. He builds up 
straw men and tears them down with consum- 
mate effectiveness. He does not hesitate to 
castigate his theological or personal enemy in — 
the pulpit, although he may shrink from doing 
so privately and face to face. When he as- 
sumes the helm and takes over the meeting, he 
does so with the air, “Now things are going to 
happen the way they should happen.” He 
writes letters, over a fictitious signature, to. un- 
suspecting colleagues and asks the plaintive 
question, “Please sir, I am a puzzled sinner. 
I do not know the way of salvation. Would 
you please tell me and make it absolutely clear 
to me?” Then receiving the anticipated “un- 
sound” replies, he revels in a pulpit field-day 
of denunciation and scathing exposure. He is 
the miserable parson who moves into a parish 
to be confronted by the enviable record of a 
capable predecessor and who, eventually, re- 
taliates to prove to himself he is not inferior, 
by strategically circulating letters and reports 
where he calculates he can best discredit the 
record he-fears he cannot match. To his fear- 
ful soul, life is not a cooperative enterprise; 
it is a conflict wherein, thus far, he erat he 
has. been beaten. ‘ 
The tendency to withdraw, the wish to with- | 
draw, and the act of withdrawing, form a 
(See page 142) 
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JESUS AND 


HIS CROSS 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


The Cross in the Heart of God 


HERE was a cross in the heart of God.” 

wrote Charles Allen Dinsmore, “before 

there was one planted on the green hill 
outside of Jerusalem.” Without exploring all 
the profound meanings of this statement, I 
wish to lay emphasis on one of supreme signifi- 
cance for us today, namely that we shall never 
come to grips with life as we live it, life wth 
its troubles, life with its suffering and pain, 
life with its cruel disappointments and_heart- 
break, life with its sins and failures, until we 
understand the nature and purposes of the 
cross, and through its discipline and agony ob- 
tain the power of God and gain the victory of 
faith. 

How significant the cross is for today’s world 
is evident the moment we turn to a quotation 
from Albert Schweitzer of a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago. Then he said: “It is clear now to 
everyone that the suicide of civilization is in 
progress. What yet remains of it is no longer 
safe. It is still standing, indeed, because it 
was not exposed to the destructive pressures 
which overwhelmed the rest, but, like the rest, 
it built upon—rubble, and the next landslide 
will very likely carry it away.’ Of course, this 
was not clear to everyone twenty-five years ag. 
Professor Trueblood in commenting on this 
statement says, “The amazing thing is that it 
was clear to this lonely man, living, not in 
Europe, but on the edge of the African jungle. 
Many of his contemporaries were wholly con- 
vinced at that time that man had come into a 
new time, a time of general prosperity and of 
happiness through abundance. One hot night 
that summer, twenty-five years ago, President 
Harding died in San Francisco, and Calvin 
Coolidge became head of the nation. With 
him came added prosperity, and who then 
cared about a philosophical doctor in Africa?” 

Yet, now we can see how right the mission- 
ary-doctor was, and how near civilization has 
come to committing suicide. In the light of 
all this we can see how inescapable is the 
message of the cross, the message applicable to 
nations as well as to individuals, and summed 
up in one of the sayings of Jesus: ‘He that 
findeth his life shall lose it: and he that 
loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” The 
real difficulty with us during these past two 
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and a half decades is that we have lived so 
easy and comfortable a life that we have missed 
life's meaning altogether. Pleasure-bent, we 
came to look on suffering with peculiar horror. 
Accustomed to a come-easy go-easy sort of ex- 
istence, we became so tender-stomached that 
we felt faint at the very mention of blood and 
self-sac rifice. It has been a rough experience 
for us in these latter years, to undergo the 
ordeal of ‘blood, sweat, and tears.’ But 
horrendous as this experience has been, it has 
brought us to the place where we are willing 
to gaze once again at the brutal reality of 
Christ's cross, with the impassionate hope ctf 
finding certitude and purpose for our swift 
course of life’s pilgrim journey. It is, after 


all, not in what men, good and wise men, 


have written about the cross that causes us to 
turn to the cross in this chaotic generation, but 
the very incorrigible facts of experience them- 
selves. This is why the Apostle Paul was so 
persistent about his witness, saying, “The 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness, but unto us which are saved it ts 
the power of God.” This is also why the 
early Church gave preeminence, both in the 
Gospels and in the Creed, to Christ’s death on 
the cross, saying, “I believe in Jesus Christ... 
who... suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 


_crucified, dead, and buried.” 


Why Did Jesus Die? 


Certainly before we can comprehend what 
the preaching of the cross means we ought to 
understand what it meant for Jesus to face the 
cross. We must frankly ask ourselves, “Why 
did Jesus die on a cross?” This que:tion em- 
braces several distinct interrogations. Ore might 
be: Did it make any difference how He came 


to die? Some years ago an eager young thes-_ 


logical student, wearied by his study of the 
elaborate doctrines on the atonement, com- 
plained to Professor George Hedley, saying, 
“It wouldn't make any difference to me if Jesus 
had died of a bad cold.” Obviously this stu- 
dent had not faced up with very many of the 
blunt facts of human experience. He was like 
a blotter. A blotter soaks it all in, but gets it 
all backwards. If he had really got his in- 
sights straight, he would have seen that it 
made a world of difference to the disciples, 
and continues to make a world of difference to 
us who believe that Jesus died on a cross. 
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A second aspect of this question might be: 
In what sense and for what reason did Jesus 
Himself “lay down His life’ on the cross? It 
is undoubtedly true that Jesus accepted .the 
cross as from the will and purpose of God, but 
this would be from the standpoint of human 
faith and prophetic insight into the deeper por- 
tents of life. We have been prone to look 
back upon the cross in the retrospect of his- 
tory and glory in it, but the Gospels do not 
conceal the dreadful fact that to Jesus Him- 
self, when He looked forward and saw that it 
was likely, and even when He embraced it by 
faith, it appeared “as an unspeakable tragedy, 
and that up to the last night, He hoped and 
prayed that it might not come.” (D. M. 
Baillie) He sweat great drops of blood, pray- 
ing, “If it be possible, Lord, let this cup pass 
from me.” 

Having said this, it is necessary to affirm 
that Jesus did not die as a helpless victim: He 
could have escaped, but as the Scriptures de- 
clare, “When the time was come that he should 
be received up, He steadfastly set his face to 
go to Jerusalem.” How easy it would have 
been to have disappeared in the wilderness, or 
even to have kept quiet, and so to have evaded 
the wrath of the chief priests and rulers! 
“Tempting as was the possibility of escape, 
it was temptation to the easy way, and the 
wrong one. To yield to terror now was to 
repudiate all He taught, all He had lived for 
... The issue was before Him: and only by 
facing it could He maintain His own moral 
integrity.” (Hedley) 

What then was the reason why He died, 
why He would not run away, why He took 
upon Himself the death of the cross? In a 
word it was, more than anything else, His 
attitude to “‘sinners’”. We have long been-ac- 
customed to say somewhat glibly that ‘‘Christ 
died for sinners,” but we have not seen very 
deeply into this explanation. Nor will we, un- 
til we discover how Jesus, as He moved about 
Galilee, had taken people’s breath away by 
showing Himself a “friend of sinners.” Not 
‘only civil rights, but spiritual rights began in 
Christ. It was His unorthodox manner of es- 
tablishing these fights that astonished and 
alienated the rulers of the temple, the scribes 

_and the Pharisees by His habitual concourse 
with men and women of doubtful character 
and by His attitude toward them. He was 
sincerely and openly friendly to them, and 
oftentimes appeared mote interested in them 
than in the so-called good people “that needed 
no repentance,” and He practically said that 
God was too. 

“But why,” you ask, “was Jesus so earnestly 


Page 108 


interested in sinners?” It was because God, 
who so loved the world, was no respecter of 
persons, in which case Jesus also found it im- 
possible to be a respecter of persons and felt 
the deep-seated passion to seek out the people 
who were lost and perishing in sin and dark- 
ness, He understood, more than any other 
man in history, the infinite worth of human 
personality and was unwilling that one of 
God’s children should be cast into outer dark- 
ness. Hence, His insistent concern for the 
sick, as He called them, “the publicans and 
sinners’; hence, His redemption of such dere- 
licts as Mary Magdalene, Levi the tax-collector, 
Zacchaeus the publican, Bartimaeus the blind 
beggar, and the whole innumerable host of 
the halt, the lame, the lepers, and the outcasts. 
Hence, His transforming influence on society 
displacing the cold brutalities of Rome, with 
Christianity. Nor was His concern confined 
merely to the acknowledged sinners and out- 
casts, but equally as well was it expressed for 
“the righteous people,’ who perhaps even 
more than the publicans and sinners needed to 
repent. They, too, by the hardness of their 
hearts, had alienated themselves from God and 
as much as anyone else needed to be recon- 
ciled, but they would not confess their need of 
divine mercy. The tragic consequence was 
that Jesus would not be turned aside by their 
opposition, for what they so disliked was of the 
very essence of what He knew He had to do. 
So He went straight on as “the friend of 
sinners’ and in the end He died for them, 
both the publicans who welcomed Him and 
the Pharisees, who condemned Him, for they 
all had sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and all needed that reconciliation which 
Jesus sought so desperately in life and so vic- 
toriously in death, to bring to pass. Therefore, 
“the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God.” 


The Gospel of Suffering 


“The crucifixion of Jesus set men thinking 
more than anything else that has ever hap-. 
pened in the life of the human race,” declares 
Dr. Baillie. “And the most remarkable fact. 
in the whole history of religious thought is 
this: that when the early Christians looked 
back and pondered on the dreadful thing that 
had happened, it made them think of the 
redeeming love of God. Not simply the love 
of Jesus, but of the love of God.” We would 
have reason to have expected, and indeed the 
indications are that the disciples and those asso-— 
ciated with Jesus regarded the cross first as 

(See page 140) 
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WHAT IS A PRIME MINISTER? 


CARL J. SANDERS 


UMPING at me from the pages of The 

Expositor was a humorous story of such 
*” power I have not been able to forget it. 
In answer to the question, ‘What is a prime 
minister,’ a pupil wrote: ‘A prime minister is 
a preacher at his best.’’’ Now that raises a 
question of great importance — When is a 
preacher at his best? Two answers come im- 
mediately to my mind: 


A Preacher Is at His Best When He Prays 
For His People 


Paul continually 
asked his churches to 
pray for him. To the 
Christians in Rome, he 
said, ‘‘Now I beseech 
you, brethren, that you 


“So many of us spend so much time 
getting to where we have to go, from 


ning to pray for one of the widows in their 
congregation who had been left with four 
small children, by the death of her husband. 
The people knew that they must do something 
if they were to help this family. One of the 
stewards did not attend and while they were 
gathered in prayer the son of the absent stew- 
atd knocked at the door and said, ‘‘Father 
wants you to come and help him bring in his 
prayers.” The stewards at first did not know 
what the young lad was talking about, and 
then one of them went to the door and found 
that the absent stew- 
ard had loaded his 
truck with enough po- 
tatoes, vegetables and 
other things to feed 
the family for several 


strive together with where we've been, that we have no months. They knew 
me in prayers to God time to stay where we ought to be.” then what the son 
for me.” To the meant, when he said, 


Ephesians — “Praying 
always for me _ that 
utterance may be given me.” To the Thessa- 
lonians,— “Brethren, pray for us.” Paul calls 
on the Corinthian Church, “Ye also helping 
together by prayer for us.” In an additional 
and closing charge to the Thessalonian Church 
about the importance and necessity of their 
prayers, he says, “Finally, Brethren, pray for 
us. 
When Charles Spurgeon was asked the secre 
of his success, he answered, ‘My people be- 
lieve in me and pray for me.” If you want 
to be a “prime minister,’ then have your 
people pray for you. Your strength increases 
when they pray for you. Your burdens are 
made lighter when they pray for you. _ 
Martin Buber, in his book on ancient Jew- 
ish legends, can leave us with an image of 
much of our prayers worthy of our deepest 
thoughts. We can readily translate it from 
corporate to private prayer. There he draws a 
vivid picture of a man who went into a syna- 
gogue to pray but found that the synagogue 
stifled him. From floor to ceiling, it was full 
of dead prayers, prayers that had been said by 
worshipers, only with their lips, prayers that 
had behind them no buoyant intent that alone 
could lift them to God. 
- Somewhere I have read the story of the 
tewards of a church who gathered one eve- 
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“Father wants you to 
come out and help 
carry in his prayers.” 

Lip service is not enough in praying for 
anyone. ‘Pray as if it all depended on God, 
work as if it all depended on you.” » We 
know that God answers prayer ofttimes through 
an individual life dedicated to the fulfillment 
of His task. The sincere layman not only 


"prays for his preacher, but looks for those op- 


portunities wherein prayer may become action 
through helping God make his prayers come 
true. 


A Preacher Is At His Best When He Prays 
For His People 


The preacher is commissioned to pray as 
well as to preach. Creeping in upon us, how- 
ever, are the multiplicity of duties, committee 
meetings, programs to be arranged and ser- 
mons to be prepared, until the most of us 
have lost the art of prayer. So many of us 
spend so much time getting to where we have 
to go, from where we've been, that we have 
no time to stay where we ought to be. We 
excuse ourselves not on the basis of our lack 
of faith in prayer, but in our lack of time. 
And when we do, it is like a carpenter excus- 
ing his shoddy work on the lack of time to 
sharpen his tools. 

No minister can ever be at his best with- 
out much praying, and this praying must be 
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fundamental, ever - abiding, ever - increasing. 
After a preacher has talked to God in behalf 
of his people, he can talk to his people. in be- 
half of God. ‘The preachers who are «the 
mightiest in their closets are the mightiest in 
their pulpits with men. 

There is the well known story of the 
preacher who entered the sanctuary of his 
church and took the pews one by one, and 
knelt beside each, praying for the people he 
knew sat there from Sunday to Sunday. It is 
a poor preacher, indeed, who does not look 
over his church-record of membership slowly, 
praying for each and every one. 

No minister ever looks into the face of a 
congregation without sensing the fact that be- 
fore him are hearts that are broken, minds that 
are confused and bewildered, lives that have 
become tangled in the complex problems ot 
life. For this preacher, the Japanese spiritual 
leader has put it so simply: “Prayer is a 
mighty power to unite the most tangled knots 
of life.” 


Jean Fredric Oberlin, the great Alsatian Pro- 
testant pastor of the Vosges Mountains, focused 
his entire mission to his people around inter- 
cessory prayer. His biographer tells us of the 
appointed hour each morning when, with card 
after card laid out before him with the parish- 
ioner’s whole life struggles recorded on if, 
Oberlin on his knees lifted this person up to 
God. Over the years the parishioners had dis- 
covered what happened at that hour of the 
morning, and they walked quietly past his 
house, knowing what was going on inside. 

A marble cutter, with chisel and hammer, 
was changing a stone into a statue. A preacher 
looking on, said, “I wish I could deal such 
changing blows on stony hearts.” The work- 
man made the answer, “Maybe you could, if 
you worked like me, upon your knees.” 

“What is a prime minister?” “A preacher 
at his best!’ We are at our best, brethren, 
when our people pray for us and when we 
pray for our people! Let us pray! 


ae) 


JUDAS 


- Judas, how could you 
Betray the Son of Man? 
How could you kiss His Cheek— 
Your Christ, so kind and meek? 
How could you give Him up, 
The night He took the cup? 
How could you see Him led 
With thorns upon His head, 
To die on Calvary’s tree 
In place of you and me? 
Judas, I cannot know 
Why you betrayed our Lord— ; pi 
The Lily of the Valley— Ee 
The only Living Word. 


Nor do I know why others now, 
~ Who know the Way, the Light, 

Walk in darkness of self-will 

And crucify the right. 

But this I know— 

The Saviour pleads - 

Before the Father's throne, 


For you, for me, 
For all the world, 
In love, and love alone. 


eh he ies? xo 


WALTER R. YOUNG 
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The Sextant of Lent 


VEN Lent is subject to a varied interpre: 
tation and observation. But basically, 
what should Lent mean to the believer? 

What, if any special opportunity does it pro- 
vide for the Church and the Pastor? 

Is Lent merely a negation? Is Lent simply a 
forty day period in the which self-denial is 
supposed to sharp on the Romish string, or 
merit divine blessing, extra-ordinary? Is Lent 
a time merely to cut down on the chocolates 
and cigarettes, the movie attendance and bridge 
parties? Is Lent a season of black, immedi- 
ately preceded and followed by seasons of 
profligate scarlet indulgence, as though to lay 
by in store and make up for forty days of at 
least modified worldliness, with unrestricted 
worldliness? Is the mar-di-gras to tide us over 
Lent or should Lent temper the spirit of 
revelry ? 

If Lent be something to “cramp our style,” 
an interruption of our normal form, for which 
we must inhale deeply before we are sub- 
merged in it, then may God forgive us, for 
Dr. Macartney epitomized the very soul of Lent 
and its deeper meaning when he said, “The 
death of Christ is the one grand truth around 
which gather all the truths of Christianity.” If 
that be Lent and the climax of the Lenten sea- 
son, it calls for honesty of contemplation in 
the heart of the professed believer. It were far 
better that we ignore it completely, than with 
the same deft hand which defiled our Christ- 
mas, we make of it a hollow mockery, or 
gamble for His garments. 

The navigator of the seven seas who throws 
his sextant overboard and reckons his longitude 
and latitude on a trial and error basis, has long 
since been ruled from the seas as a menace, 
not only to himself but more especially to 
others who have to pass that way. 

The minister needs occasionally, and his 
people too, to take new bearings, to know 
exactly where they are and whither they are 
bound. Knowing definitely, neither one’s posi- 
tion or direction is the most certain way onto 
the rocks. - : 

_ While constant soundings for depth, and 
constant readings for position should be made, 
he season of Lent invites emphatically to such 
ckoning. How exceedingly much of our in- 
xpressible woes stem from our neglect of 
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concern as to our present location and the 
route we are upon! 

We are a human kind which looks upon 
honor, prestige, possession and position as our 
ultimate goals.. We labor, incessantly toward 
them and resent any suggestion that there are 
other and more worthy ends to which to 
aspire. Hence, like other unavoidables, comes 
the season of Lent, at one and the same time a 
problem for the parishioner, a possibility for 
the minister. What is to be done about it? 

If it fail to be a period leading us to Jook 
up, look in, and look out, as we take our 
spiritual reckonings, if it fail to lead us closer 
to our God, closer to our real selves, and 
closer to our brethren, then we had better true 
our sextant, for we sail perilous shallows. 


Happy Birthday To You 


OU say you are getting old? Of course, 

you are, for everyone else is. While you 

may be the exception in many ways, you 

are no exception to the invariable sweep of the 
years. 

But why should the fact that you have shed 

your forties, or your fifties, jolt you into a sud- 

den realization of passing years? You have had 


ample time to see that coming. It didn’t creep 


up on you overnight. It took half a century 
for you to reach the heights you have attained, 
and during that half century you had one, 
and only one certainty facing you, provided 
your life was spared,—that you would reach 
your fiftieth birthday. Everything else, literally, 
was uncertain, unknown, unanticipated. 

Maybe you worried about your fiftieth birth- 
day. The unenlightened many do. Possibly you 
have planned that when that day came you'd go 
Arab, fold up your tent, and silently steal 
away, for you have heard it mentioned, loosely, 
that congregations prefer young men. Bosh! 

Yesterday you were in your forties. Today 
you are in your fifties. What is this mysterious 
thing which transpired over night which makes 
you unfitted today for that for which you 
were fitted yesterday? Nothing! Absolutely 
nothing, unless it be in your active mind, where 
most of your weightiest problems have been 
wholly confined. 

Don’t be fooled by the idea that life begins 
at 40, or 50, or 60, or at any other specific 
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date. It does not. A life begins only when 
that life is dedicated to some worthy service of 
fellowman, which distinctly has no bearing 
upon age. Old age, as it is popularly con- 
ceived, is the product of attitudes, or why the 
youthful heart so often found in the patriach 
and senility in the youth of small purpose? 

It were a waste of time to start down the 
list of notable, outstanding benefactors of men, 
whose lives began on the yon side of fifty, for 
they are legion, but in the aggregate they com- 
pletely refute the typically erroneous, modern 
theory that the full blown rose should be cast 
out to make room in the vase for a half-blown 
bud. 

That parishioner who seeks the solace of his 
pew is far more likely to leave it satisfied with 
good things, when the Lord’s servant who 
waited upon him has grayed in the service 
than had the servant been a callow, visionary 
lad just out of the seminary. The youth has 
only his youth. The older pastor has his rich 
years, years which have led him to his knees. 
Years which have deepened his understand- 
ing and broadened his sympathy. Years which 
have mellowed his heart. Years which have 
matured his faith. Years which have warmed 
his heart. Years which have brought spiritual 
perspective, and blessed with Christian love. 
Years have made the Pastor. Years, these same 
years before which you stand, unbelieving, 
have made you. Would you discard now, their 
fullness and joy, merely to be a lad again? 
Not if you still know His grace and abiding 
peace. 

Your minutes with God have moved the 
stylus which has etched the very lines upon 
your face, which you protest. But underneath 
those lined inscriptions of a life of service, lies 
a whole world of human understanding, and 
love, and trust, which only years can give. 
They say that you are only in your spiritual 
prime. This is no time to quit for you are 
still indispensable. 

Your labors must go on for they are needed 
now as never before. You dare not consider 
continuing on any deadly ‘‘sittin’ and thinkin’ ” 
basis. The raging front line of battle calls for 
you. Only the veteran can stand its heat and 
turmoil. 

_ The sword of the Lord and Gideon is still 
in your hand, 
sen 1; 


The true believer in God’s love and goodness 
cannot view any object of His creation as apart from 
himself and all other created things; God’s love made 
of the created things ONE unit, of which we are 
part and parcel. We love and labor among them, 
with them, for them,—never against them,—unless 
we seek destruction. 
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Christ Our Master 
Gree our Lord is master of material 


matters and of men. 

That mastery of Christ was manifested 
constantly throughout His earthly ministry. 
There was an attempt made to slay Him when 
He proclaimed the Gospel at Nazareth; but the 
attempt failed, for He walked unharmed from 
the midst of the mob; and they knew not where 


‘to lay hands on Him. There was a storm upon 


the waters of Galilee; and when Jesus was 
awakened from sleep, He spoke to the wild 
waves, and they became calm. There was an 
attempt made to arrest Him by soldiers repre- 
senting the most powerful empire in existence; 
but these soldiers returned without making an 
arrest, and told their superiors by way of ex- 
planation: “Never man spake like this man.” 
There was a funeral procession halted beside 
the village of Nain; and there was a grave 
opened in Bethany; and in each case Jesus 
demonstrated His full mastery over the greatest 
foe of man—Death. 

That mastery of Christ in the affairs of the 
world, and in the lives of men has continued 
through the centuries, and is vital to life in 
our generation. 

There is a growing church in our greatest 
city whose membership cuts through every seg- 
ment of the metropolitan population, drawing 
regularly to the worship of the church, men 
who are rich and men who are poor, women 
who run society and women who run from 
society. What holds these people together? 
Jesus Christ and the Message of salvation and 
love which He brings to hearts. 

There is a man—and his name is Legion— 
whose tongue was sharp and whose emotion 
was rugged; but the mastery of Christ was felt 
within him, and he is now calm and saintly. 

There is a world to be put back together for 
it has been ruthlessly torn apart by the bitter- 
ness, the greed and the brutality of millions. 
Who is sufficient for these things? Outside the 
council room at Versailles, when the Treaty for 
ending the First World War was being drawn 
up, a fat Frenchman spoke in anger to the 
newspaper men: ‘“‘We can never get anywhere — 
for this man Wilson talks like Jesus Christ.” 
Well, we didn’t get anywhere then, and we — 
are not getting anywhere now, for the world — 
still refuses to listen to those who talk like 
Jesus Christ; and it is the spirit of Christ, 
alone, that can put the broken world together | 
again.—Charles Haddon Nabers. c 


f\ 
A preacher who does not study the thoughts of 
other men proves that he has no brains of his own— _ 
Spurgeon. E- 
o ¥, 
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A Successful Life 


“What would you consider success in Life?” 
is a question asked of Prof. Murdoch, Mel- 
bourne, by a resident of Wellington, New 
Zealand, reader of the Melbourne Herald. Prof. 
Murdoch’s answer— 

“You have asked precisely the most difficult 
question in the world; the question men have 
been asking since the grey beginning of the 
years. And if there has been a satisfactory 
answer, it has not come my way, and I don't 
think it ever will. I fancy it is a question un- 
answerable by mortal men—even the wisest. 
You remember the words with which Plato 
makes Socrates conclude his address to those 
who have condemned him to death: “The hour 
of departure has arrived, and we go our ways— 
I to death and you to life; and which of us 
goes to the better state is known to none but 
God.’ The same admission of human ignorance 
seems called for when we ask ourselves whether 


this or that life has been a success or a failure.— 


“I might be able to answer your question if 
I had ever met a successful man—I mean, a 
man about whose success I could feel sure; but 
I never have. There is about success this queer 
paradox, that the successful man_never knows 
of his success; the man who thinks he has made 
a success of his life is the one person of whom 
we can be sure that he is a rank and dismal 
failure. 

“Obviously, the success of which so many 
make a fetish is not real success at all. We 
must not judge by what can be measured by the 
world’s coarse thumb and finger. We cannot 
read history without noticing that the lives we 
most admire in retrospect have gone unte- 
watded by vulgar success. There is only ONE 


LIFE in recorded history that we know in our 


, 
- 
’ 


u 


hearts to have been completely successful; and 
its end was crucifixion. 

“You see why it is so difficult to answer your 
question. I doubt whether it is a question about 
which we ought to bother our heads. Success 
and unsuccess ate best ignored. 
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“To have watched life with undiminished 
curiosity, to have faced the end of life with 
courage unimpaired; to have won prizes with- 
out loss of humility, to have met defeat with- 
out loss of hope; to have loved and been loved; 
to have taken delight in simple things and 
common people; to have kept alive our faith 
in our fellows, and to have done our best, 
according to the measure of our poor abilities, 
to serve them; to have kept our hearts from 
cruelty and our minds from cynicism—I don’t 
say that this is to make a success of life, but 
it is at least not to have failed ignobly. 

“Men who walk ‘In His Steps’ honestly, de- 
voutedly and sincerely will through Him be 
able to face life’s problems and responsibili- 
ties,—yes, even crucifixion, or what the world 
accepts as success, with the Saviour’s prayer, 
‘Father, into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit.’ ”” 


Feast of Lights (Easter) 


1. Prepare a white cross about 3 feet high 
and mount on a board foundation 6 feet long, 
a foot wide and one to two inches thick. Place 
the cross toward back edge of the center of the 
board. Bore holes or sockets into the board 
for mounting candles, one large one imme- 
diately in front of the cross, and four slightly 
smaller holes near the front edge of the board, 
two on either side of the large candle. These 
four are the ‘“Gospel Lights’; six smaller ones 
on either side of the Gospel Lights are the 
“Apostles.” You will have 17 holes for mount- 
ing candles on the board. 

2. Provide a very large white candle for the 
socket in front of the cross, which represents 
the Saviour, Jesus Christ, Light of the World. 
Then four candles to fit the space for Gospel 
Lights, and 12 for the Apostles. There will 
be a candle provided for each pew, which 
ushers will distribute to the persons sitting next 
the center aisle just before the beginning of 


the service. Be sure that the candles for the 


. 
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pews have holders with wax-drip shields, even 
if made from paste-board, to avoid accidents. 

3. Organ will provide suitable music while 
audience is gathering, and while the choir, 12 
boys dressed in robes, and the pastor march in, 
organ will accompany their singing of familiar 
Easter selections, in which worshippers can join 
freely. 

4, Pastor will offer invocation, usual re- 
sponse from worshippers, and pastor will tell 
the origin of the Feast of Lights in the dim 
past when books were not yet known and truth 
was taught by ‘‘living pictures’’ so the people 
might see and understand something of God's 
love for the world and the creatures of His 
hand. Lights will be dimmed, pastor will take 
his place beside the cross and will emphasize 
the darkness of the world without Jesus 
Christ as painted in prophecy and history. He 
will then recite the opening verses of John’s 
Gospel, and when mention is made of the 
birth of the Christ, the pastor will light the 
large candle in front of the cross, from a 
smaller one on the reading table, or lectern. 

5. A young man will come forward, and 
recite the story of the Birth as given in “Ben 
Hur’, or recite the story of the Resurrection 
from the Bible. 

6. This is followed by a statement of Jesus 
Christ lighting up the lives of those with whom 
He came in contact, and the young man who 
took part just prior to this, will light up the 
four Gospel candles. The 12 boys in robes, 
who preceded the pastor into the chancel will 
now come forward, and light their candles 
(handed to them by the pastor) at the Gospel 
candles, and proceed to the chancel steps, to 
light the candles of those in the pews. The 
choir will sing, “Let the Lower Lights Be 
Burning.” Audience is seated. 

7. When the 12 boys return to the chancel, 
lights still burning, the pastor will speak briefly 
on “Let your light so shine . . .” emphasizing 
that all light (spiritual life) which is the basis 
of all love and good will stem from one central 
source, the heart of Almighty God, Jesus 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 

8. The 12 boys (accompanied by young men 
‘in the chancel) sing “The Light of the World 
is Jesus,” as they proceed to gather up the 
candles from the audience, each of which must 
be carefully extinguished before changing 
hands, (even if older boys must precede them 
with candle extinguishers). 

9. Prayer, and Benediction by the pastor. 

10, “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God AI- 
mighty.” (Candles are extinguished in chancel, 
and lights turned on, before audience leaves 


"pews. ) (Supplied by Rev. Allan Bash, 
and printed by request.) 
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Americans Buy 

The U. S. Chamber of Commerce is credited 
with the following statements on what Amer- 
icans buy, as reported on June 8, 1949: 

‘In 1947 the American people spent $10,- 
000,000,000 for liquor; $4,000,000,000 for 
tobacco and over $2,000,000,000 for cosmetic 
items—to mention only a few of the nonessen- 
tials; in the same year they spent $1,700,- 
000,000 for physicians’ services. 

“If Americans wanted to double, or even 
triple, this $1,700,000,000 they could easily do 
so by cutting down a little on unnecessary 
things.—( Associated Press Report). 


The Work of the Holy Spirit 

Pastors seeking study material as a basis for 
a sermon on The Holy Spirit and His power 
in the lives of those who commit themselves 
into His care will find it in ‘Disciples in Clay,” 
by Peter Marshall, in the volume “Mr. Jones, 
Meet the Master,’ Revell, now available in 
book stores. — 


Eternal Life 


There are hundreds of thousands of people, 
professing to be Christians, who are dead 
spiritually, out of touch with God; they have 
less feeling about the power of the Holy Spirit 
than the dead wood which forms the pulpit 
from which I preach, and the seats in which 
they sit during the worship hour. These people 
are accepting their sustenance, their comforts, 
their friends, the miracle of spring, yes, even 
the Church of Jesus Christ, at the hands of a 
loving Father, with absolute indifference, 
numbness, coldness, and some even with hos- 
tility. They absorb the light of love and sun- 
shine, but they give nothing in return; they 
would not experience any change of face or 
heart if it were to be announced that God is 
dead. They would suffer no shock, because they 
felt no joy, and made-no response when they 
were told that our God is a living, loving, all- 
powerful, just God, who waits at the door of 
every heart, awaiting the invitation to enter 
and possess it. 

Yet, these dead and unresponsive people, 
numb to the realities of God as an iron pillar is 
dead to the call of spring, will come to life, 
develop spiritual sensitiveness, through the mes- 
sage of Easter—He is not here, He is risen— 
if they will open their hearts to the meaning of 
that greatest of all events in the history of man- 
kind. a 

When the spiritually dead reach the end of 
the road, those about them say, “Sad news 
about So-and-so.” To a believer in the Resur- 
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ection, through Jesus Christ, death is only a 
hange, a transition into another life for which 
11S faith, his love, his spiritual responsiveness 
nd gratitude have prepared him through the 
ears. “I am the resurrection and the life. He 
hat believeth in Me, though he were dead yet 
hall he live.” —John Henry Jowett, D.D. 


The Lord Walks With Those 
Vho Love Him and Yearn for Him 


Let us join the two wayfarers on the road to 
immaus,—perplexed, baffled, dismayed over 
he developments of the last few days,—and 
ccompany them as they trudge through the 
leepening twilight of the first Easter evening. 
Numb with the pain of their loss, unable to 
ealize the truth of what Jesus had told them 
bout His return, they accept the companion- 
hip of the stranger who joins them, and con- 
inue their conversation about the events of the 
vast week, and what appeared to be the end of 
heir dreams. They are not conscious that the 
tisen One is at hand. 

God has work to do, but here He is with 
hose who love Him, uplifting them with His 
wn strength, blessing them without saying, ‘I 
less,” pouring His soul into their shrinking 
pirits like oil into an empty lamp. As they 
rudge along, He opens their hearts to the 
neaning of what He has tried to teach them in 
arlier hours, and later when He is about ready 
o depart from them, they are permitted the 
ndescribable job of recognizing their com- 
anion and teacher,—the Lord risen from the 
omb where tender hands had placed Him. 

Shall we pause to look in on the affrighted 
lisciples gathered in the Upper Room, and 
tudy the face of Thomas as he is privileged 
0 prove for himself that Jesus is among them. 
ater, as we join a gathering of some five hun- 
lred, we witness the commissioning of those 
vho are to carry His message to all who will 
isten, 

While in the body, wayfarers on the road to 
he promised land, there is no more important 
jor helpful thought than the things we have 
earned about the Risen Lord on the way to 
immaus, in The Upper Room, on the Heights, 
—proof that He returned from the Tomb, 
ought out those who loved and trusted Him, 
nade known His presence, taught them, 
ncouraged them, allowed them to dispel their 
loubts by touching Him. 

The Incarnate God, the Everlasting Son of 
he Father, our Risen Lord, awaits the coming 
f all who love Him and seek to be near Him. 
po. D.C. : ; 
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The Salesman’s Samples 


A salesman in any field can do a better job 
when he has good samples to show, and even 
better if he can demonstrate what the accom- 
plishments have been. 

Paul demonstrated this point in ancient days, 
when he used Macedonian converts whose 
repentance had been so real that their consecra- 
tion to Christ was full and unrestrained, to 
show others the way. No wonder he boasted 
of them, especially when you consider the prob- 
lems of poverty and general conditions under 
which they lived, none of which deterred them 
from living up to their consecration to the Will 
of God. They were poor, but they gave; they 
were troubled, but they were joyful; they were 
willing to hear, and added “doing” to their 
hearing. No wonder, Paul used them to dem- 
onstrate what Faith and Consecration to Jesus 
Christ’s way of life could accomplish. 

The abandonment of a soul to the Spirit of 
God results in a wide stream of changes in liv- 
ing and accomplishment and character of those 
who have the privilege of being near.— 
(Exchange) 

Many a modern pastor will wish to take 
inventory of available ‘samples’ of accomplish- 
ments within his parish, if the challenge to 
exhibit them should be made by those invited 
to join in the “Spiritual Enterprise.” ; 


Food Surplus 


“There is no surplus of food from the view- 
point of the world as a whole. Millions of 
people in many countries, including our own, 
are miserably undernourished while ‘surplus’ 
farm products rot in storage. We believe that 
we of the U. S. must give away the food that 
we can’t eat and can’t sell—give it away quickly 
and give it away generously,” is the statement 
issued on February 15, 1950, by the agricul- 
tural seminar, Washington, D. C., sponsored by 
the Friends Committee on National Legislation, 
and the American Friends Service Committee. 
The seminar was attended by 50 farmers and 
others vitally interested in farm problms, and 
world-wide agricultural policies, 

Expositor readers who desire the 7-page re- 
port on the seminar, and the 3-page news re- 
lease, in mimeograph form, should address 
their requests to 

Friends Committee on National Legislation 

1000 11th Street, N. W. 

Washington 1, D. C. ; 

The report is an effort to provide the sincere 
and honest conclusions of more than 50 farm- 
ers, farmers’ wives, and others in related occu- 
pations, from 18 states, who spent two weeks 
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in Washington at their own expense exploring 
this important question. It is not an officzal 
statement of the American Friends Service 
Committee, the Friends Com. on National Leg- 
islation, or even of the seminar, but rather as a 
suggested basis for further study and action on 
the part of those concerned with this vital prob- 
lem of FOOD, in its relation to the millions of 
underfed, as opposed to its waste. 

Seminars in local communities or churches, 
all over this country, based on the report avail- 
able through the Friends Committee on Na- 
tional Legislation, would help to clarify the 
thinking of our people on the important mat- 
ter, as a basis for action. This is a question 
which requires straight and honest thinking, 
based on actual information provided by those 
who raise the food, and can continue to do so 
only under conditions that permit a decent 
standard of living for workers so engaged and 
their families. Giving perishable foods away 
involves many questions not readily understood 
by persons not familiar with food-producing 
industry, its hazards, trials, costs, and time in- 
volved, and these questions are not minimized 
nor settled by “good intentions.” Accurate 
information, and sympathetic understanding of 
the questions involved, is the only method of 
approaching a solution. 


What Is There to Stop Them? 


“Years ago in Glasgow I was hurrying to a 
meeting in a distant part of the city, and started 
early in the morning before the cars began, and 
noticed a new thing—the pavements were 
chalked at intervals with invitations to a hall,” 
wrote Arthur John Gossip. “I stopped a po- 
liceman, and asked him what it meant. 

“These are Socialists,’ he said, ‘‘and since 
very eatly this morning they have been out in 
numbers, inviting everyone who can read the 
sign to a little place that will scarcely hold 
anyone. Believe me, sir, I disagree with them, 
but men who are so much in earnest as they 
are, are sure one day to sweep the city. What 
is there to stop them?” ic 

“Why are you ministers not out,’ he con- 
tinued, “since you have a case more worthy and 
far more glorious. If you would work for your 
’ faith in Jesus Christ as these men work for 
their faith in socialism, you would sweep the 
world.” 

“I have thought often of my unnamed po- 
liceman friend, since then,” says Dr. Gossip, 
and of his-prophecies. One of them has come 
true. If we took him at his word, even now, 
would not the other come true also?” 
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The Best Text Book 


The best book for any minister, and any 
Christian, is the Bible. ‘Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit he taketh away. The 
Bible tells in simple and unwavering words 
how “the fruit’ is borne: 

Jesus won Andrew. John 1:40. 

Jesus won Nicodemus. John 3. 

Jesus won the Samaritan Woman. John 4. 
Jesus won Zacchaeus. Luke 19:1-10. 
Jesus Christ won Paul. Acts 9:1-32. 
Andrew won Peter. John 1:41. 

Philip won the Ethiopian. Acts 8:26-40. 
Peter won Cornelius. Acts 10. 

Aquila won Apollos. Acts 8:24. 

Paul won Lydia and the Jailer. Acts 16. 


—Edward Laird Mills. 


Easter Communion Prayer 


Father Eternal, thou art the God of the liv- 
ing, and we have come together here in Thy 
presence to adore Thee as the Creator and 
Author of all life. Our spirits leave their 
griefs and burdens, their fears and cares for the 
hours that we are permitted to rest in Thee. 
This is the day that Thou has made; we will 
be glad and rejoice in it. If we are worthy 
to enter into the fellowship of Christ’s suffer- 
ings, grant us the grace to know the power of 
His resurrection. 

May the immortal hope of eternal life abide 
with us after the Easter bells have ceased their 
chimes, and the glad lillies have returned 
whence they came through Thee. Though we 
must continue to do our work in the valley, in 
the low-lying plains, give us grace to lift up 
our eyes to the mountains from which cometh 
Thy light and strength. Transfigure every — 
lowly duty assigned to us individually with the 
radiance of the mountain-top, and help us to 
center our love and effort in the Risen Christ, 
thus finding a kinship with Thee and Thy chil- 
dren, leading toward Thy everlasting abode. 
Through Jesus Christ we ask it. Amen. 


Good Friday 


The Word of Intercession: Luke 23:34. 

The Word of Pardon: Luke 23:43. 

The Word of Care: John 19:26,27. 

The Word of Loneliness: Mark 15:34; Matt. 
27:46. 3 

The Word of Need: John 19:28. : 

The Word of Victory: John 19:30. 

The Word of Trust: Luke 23:46. 

¥ 5 ee 

Lessons from the Crucifixion: 
crucified him.” Luke 23:46. 

Watchers by the Cross: Luke 23:34-38. 

Jesus. on the Cross: Luke 23:35. 


“And they 
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The Meaning of the Cross: Luke 23:21 
The Solemn Spectacle: Luke 23:25 ; 
The Crucifixion: Luke 23:33. 
The First Good Friday—I Peter 2:24 
zie Atonement—I pe Sissy 2 
roups at the Cross and Why 7 e 
=e 239-43. eine cas 
Man’s Unbelief—Luke 23:21. 
The Titles on the Cross—John 19:10. 
The Man of Sorrows—Isa. 53:3. 
_The Meaning of Christ's Agony—"I, if I be 
- up, will draw all men unto me.” John 


Union Pall-Bearers at All 
Funerals Proposed 


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, funeral directors, 
are reported to “have denounced the proposal 
of Patsy A. Cancro, Jr., head of a newly or- 
ganized group, AFL, to force use of union 
bearers at all funerals.” The AFL labor leader’s 
plan as reported, “would allow friends and 
telatives of the deceased to serve only as hon- 
Orary aides.” —____— 


Accommodations for 
“Small Fry” 


“Small Fry” financiers are encouraged by the 
Plymouth, Wisconsin, bank to make regular 
deposits in savings accounts, and bond pur- 
chases, by providing a special window, marked 
Junior Department, and easy to reach with spe- 
cial steps with railing, and a special teller wise 
in the ways of children. 

An enterprising pastor and Sunday School 
director ‘“‘saw the light’’ and set about re-de- 
signing the entrance to the Sunday School sec- 
tion of a village church to offer direct appeal 
to “small fry,” and while the plan was in 

rocess, someone donated a small bell for the 

Ifry atop the inviting entrance. Every boy 
whose 8th birthday has been observed by the 
group gets his chance to ring the bell, calling 
the small fry to their opening service. Both 
boys and girls act as receptionists, ushers, gath- 
ering the offerings, and planning programs and 
special events. 

A “toy and hobby show’”’ arranged and con- 
ducted by the small fry, under the supervision 
of a committee of understanding adults, paid 
for all the changes in the rooms. Now they are 
raising money for a “rumpus room” for small 
fry for weekday use, under supervision of one 
adult member. Plans for a “pet parade” are 
under way for the spring or summer, for which 
ae ate being offered by local merchants 

id clubs. 
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In Praise of My Lord 


Daily Devotions, by Rev. Francis V. Grifone, 
for each day of a month, and prayers for spe- 
cific days, pocket size, 25c or 5 for $1.00, 
may be ordered from The Clarion Press, 5545 
Pulaski Avenue, Germantown, Philadelphia 44, 
Pa. These devotions are ‘Spirit centered’ and 
will appeal only to those who are actually seek- 
ing help and comfort in the needs of today. 


O Radiant Day 


We have here a story of a man, having lived 
in lands made waste by war and other evils, 
alighting from a boat, docked in the New York 
City area. He became hysterical on the dock, 
and laughed and yelled his way into the center 
of the city, until he was taken into custody by 
the police. When asked to explain his behav- 
iour, he said, it was not easy to do. How could 
he explain how he felt about the home coming, 
to his American America, to people who had 
never known the life he had lived during and 
since the war, among many hundreds of thous- 
ands of people who had no hope, and therefore 
no joy in life? Could these police, who were 
seeking to learn what made him laugh and 
shout, understand him if he should try to put 
into words what it means to be without hope? 
without joy? and live among thousands of hu- 
mans without hope and without joy? 

He could not restrain himself, but said 
finally, ‘when I have become accustomed to the 
atmosphere of joy and freedom, the absence 
of sorowing anxiety, fear, and hopelessness that 
like a dead weight on the hearts and 
bodies of the people where I have lived,— 
when I become accustomed to that I shall be 
able to walk about in your city without a 
guardian.” 


“Dawn came at last, and with some friends I 
journeyed 
To see once more our Saviour, but instead 
An angel met us with this joyous message, 
‘The Lord is risen Whom you mourn as dead! 


‘A moment passed. We stood there staring, speech- 
less; 
A moment only, yet in that short space 
The world completely changed. Light swallowed 
darkness; 
All nature joined to praise God’s act of grace. 


“Gone now the grief, the bitter disappointments; 
Gone are the fears that filled my troubled ‘breast, 
Like music falling softly from the heavens 
Came inward peace that set my soul at rest.” 
—George W. Wiseman. ~ 


“Seek opportunity rather than security! The best 
example of perfect security is a man serving a life 
sentence in a federal prison.’—Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower. 
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Luke 23; 33. And when they were come to 
the place which is called Calvary there they 
crucified him. 


NE scene in the gospels, above all others, 
subdues the mind and heart. It is the 
scene on Calvary. That hill the traveler 

of today cannot identify. But imagination sees 
it as 
“A green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 


Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
Who died to save us all.” 


There the light that shone in the life of 
Jesus Christ came to a focus. There were con- 
centrated the elements of His moral character 
and His spiritual greatness. There is the pivot 
of the world’s hope. 

Look once again at that green hill, at the 
cross that stood there, and particularly at the 
Christ who»died on it. 

Jesus went to the cross voluntarily. Once 
He had said, ‘No man taketh my life from 
me; I lay it down of myself.” There was no 
coercion about His going to the cross. 

He might easily have escaped it. His mes- 
sage He could have tempered to the time and 
the circumstance. _He might have said what 
would have been very helpful but not very 
disturbing. Or, even when He had brought 
down on Himself the hostility of the Big 
Influences, He might have-showed a disposi- 
tion to retract some of His strongest words. He 
might have made a ‘‘virtue of necessity” and 
diluted His medicine. He could no doubt have 
. come to a good old age, died in a comfortable 
bed, and been remembered as a wise and 
kindly soul. ; 

There was no outward compulsion on Him. 
No friends were expecting Him to take the 
way of the cross. No public opinion was driv- 
ing Him on, and ready to point the finger of 
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‘(THE PULPIT 


THE GREEN HILL 
FAR AWAY 


JOHN J. SNAVELY 


scorn at Him if He did not go. No church 
was asking that sacrifice. No government was 
calling for volunteers, and ready to draft any 
that failed to step forward. No, there was no 
compulsion on Him. 

He often said, “I must.’’ As a boy in the 
temple, His reply to His mother was, “I must 
be about my Father’s business.” His disciples 
were told “I must preach the good tidings of 
the Kingdom of. God.” “I must work the 
works of him that sent me,” he said. And 
there were other “musts” of His. 

His ‘must’? was not that of hunger and 
thirst. It was not the must of outward author- 
ity, of any law or any edict. It was just the 
must of His own free will. He chose to take 
that road to the cross in complete devotion to 
God. 

This self offering of His was solitarily 
made. He went to the cross alone. ‘They all 
forsook him and fled.” So it is written of the 
friends who had been His bosom companions, 
to whom He had opened His heart and had 
given His affection. They left Him alone. Only 


“The olives they were not blind to Him; 
The little gray leaves were kind-to Him; 
The thorn tree had a mind to Him; 
When into the woods He came.” 


His family said He was “beside Himself.” 
His friends could not understand why He was 
taking that road so needlessly. Death? “Be 
it far from thee, Lord; this shall never be unto 
thee,” was Simon’s rejoinder to the forecast. 
The synagogue people and the temple people, 
who should have been for Him, were against 
Him. Judas sold Him out for a few coins. 
Simon denied that he knew Him, “They all 
forsook him and fled.’’ 


“Alone, alone, He bore it all alone, 
He gave Himself to save His own; 
He suffered, bled, and died—alone.”’ 


It is possible to make great sacrifices when 
the spirit of sacrifice is in the air. A contagion 
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of enthusiasm will sometimes sweep over a 
people, lift them from their feet, and Carry 
hem to direst peril and greatest adventure. 
here was a time in the reign of Diocletian 
vhen many of the Christians accepted martyr- 
Jom in a fanatical spirit. They welcomed it. 
They rushed into the arms of death. ° Their 
=nthusiasm had to be curbed by the soberer 
ind saner heads. 

In times of national crisis, when banners are 
dying, bands playing, people singing; when 
eaders are urging, and men and women are 
esponding and falling into line, the weight 
of the current carries them along. This thing 
is in the air. It is expected of you. You have 
‘© live up to everybody's expectation, or you'll 
xe nobody. ; 

But on that “green hill far away’’ it was all 
30 different. No banners. No music. No sing- 
ing. Nobody to approve, and nobody to ap- 
plaud. Just hisses and maledictions. Just alone, 
until a desolute cry is rung from the soul, 
“My God, why hast THOU forsaken me.” One 
man, breasting the tide of human opposition, 
misunderstanding, or complete indifference, all 
alone. That was what happened on Calvary. 

Unarmed, undefended, He went to the cross. 
Only the soul’s armor He carried. Before 
Pilate He had no defense counsel to plead His 
case. No witnesses were called on His behalf. 
The only witnesses were those who had been 
bought up to testify against Him. 

Yes, a sword had been drawn on His behalf 
in the darkness, among the trees, on the night 
before. But Jesus had lain His hand on the 
arm of Simon and said, ‘Put it up.” He had 
faced the question in His temptation as to 
whether He could do His work by an appeal 
to political power or military might. He had 
said, “No. What I have set out to do cannot 
be done in that way.” So now, before Pilate, 
you hear Him quietly saying, “My kingdom is 
not of this world. if my kingdom were of 
this world, then would my servants fight... 
But now is my kingdom not from hence.” 
We have known great confusion of mind 
and heart in days of violence. A part of it— 
by no means all, but a part—comes from the 
fact that we do not keep clear in our thought 
the different nature and the different function 
of the state on the one hand, and the church 
on the other. 

' The state is here to repress disorder and 
crime. It is here to lay strong hands on men 
who will yield to nothing but the argument 
of force. It is here to restrain, by force if 
necessary, the raw impulses of undisciplined 
ife. But it is not here to bring about moral 
ad spiritual conversion; to turn bad men into 


March, 1950 


good men. Putting a man in jail does not 
convert him, and starting a war does not bring 
about a revival of religion or a purification of 
moral life. 

But under the leadership of Christ the church 
is here to transform men in the deepest re- 
cesses of their souls; to put a new heart and 
a new spirit into them; to lead them to the 
God and Father of all as supreme, and to lead 
them to look on all men as their brothers. 
To accomplish that, force or violence have no 
power. 

Jesus went to the cross because it was the 
only way to reach the heart and soul, the 
conscience and the character of men. Caesar, 
who wielded all the military might of the time, 
is dead. But Christ lives in. the hearts of 
men, and is the hope of the world. 

This self offering was made in a spirit of 
quiet but confident triumph. Surely you must 
catch the spirit of it in His words during those 
last hours. True, there was a time of stress 
in the garden. But at the end of it He said 
in complete self mastery to His disciples, “Rise, 
let us be going; he that betrayeth me is at 
hand.”” And when the crowd came, He said, 
“Are you come out as if I were a thief with 
clubs and staves.” To Pilate, who reminded 
Him that He had power to crucify Him or to 
liberate Him, He replied, “You would have 
no power over me were it not given you.” The 
pictures of “Christ before Pilate,’ should be 
called “Pilate before Christ,’ for He is the 
victor. He has accepted the cross. That made 
a difference. 

_A woman suffering from an incurable malady 
said to her pastor one day, “I struggled at 
first. It was hard. But I accepted it. Since 
then it has been different.” When you accept 
the inevitable you conquer it. 

A number of people have been reading the 
story of Roland Hays. When he was a small 
boy he heard a preacher portray this scene on 
Calvary. He pictured Jesus standing there be- 
fore Pilate, and though accused most bitterly, 
remaining silent in the face of the charges 
made against Him. Said the old preacher, ‘He 
never spoke one mumberlin’ word, not a 
word, not a word.’ Roland Hays could not 
forget the sermon. And years afterward he 
was before a Berlin audience in one of the 
city’s great music halls. It became evident 
when he came on the stage that the audience 
was hostile. There was hissing all over the 
place. Then he remembered the old preacher's 
sermon, the Man before Pilate, who never 
spoke a “mumberlin” word, not a word. He 
lifted his head, closed his eyes, and waited in 
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silence. Five minutes— ten minutes—he never 
knew how long the hissing kept up. But when 
the crowd had hissed itself out he began to 
sing one of the songs of Schubert. His lovely 
voice brought complete silence, and the haunt- 
ing melody of the song filled the room. The 
hostile crowd was soon won, not alone by the 
masterly singing, but by this masterly man who 
could conquer himself and the crowd in never 
speaking a ‘“‘mumberlin’ word, not a word,” 
Don’t quickly dismiss the thought of the 


green hill so far away and what happened on 
it. Think about it often, and about what it 
means. For believe me, there is more hope 
for humanity in the spirit you see there than 
in all the social systems, all the political i 
grams, and all the military victories or defeats 
about which you may hear. 


“Our little systems have their day, 
They have their day and cease to be; 
They are but’broken lights of Thee, 
And thou, O Lord, art more than they.” 
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WHAT IS ETERNAL LIFE 


LESLIE R. SMITH 


Text: And this is life eternal, that they should 
know Thee the only true God and Him 
whom Thou didst send, even Jesus Christ. 
John 17:3. 


MODERN artist has produced an unfor- 
gettable picture. In the center is a cross 
upon which hangs, by one hand, a blind- 
folded youth. His only clothing is a pair of 
military boots. Although he is near death, 
and even though he cannot see, his free arm 
reaches downward in a vain effort to catch 
hold of beautiful flowers which bloom in 
abundance at his feet. The background is 
dark save for a single ray of light which comes 
from the far horizon, as though to suggest 
that despite all the suffering and despair of 
this scene, God is still in His heaven, and all 
can be right with the world. It is as though 
God were shedding His divine approval upon 
the urge within that youth, the unsatisfied 
longing in his heart for beauty which he 
knows is rightfully his and must be within 
reach. | 
This is a picture of our age. Bloodied by 
war, naked, suffering and distraught, we long 
for a fuller and larger life. We spend our 
days trying to gain a sense of.at-homeness and 
peace. But the path we should follow is not 
clear. 
Some think perfect happiness will come if 
they find an adequate philosophy of life. So 
they drink at the fountain of learning and for 
a time find much comfort and help. But when 
the underlying truths are grasped, interest 
wanes. After several such experiences they 
may be brought to realize the significance of 
Tennyson’s words: 


Central Christian Church 
Lexington, Kentucky 


Page 120 


Our little systems have their day; 
They have their day and cease to be; 
They are but broken lights of Thee, 
And thou, O Lord, art more than they. 

Others seek satisfaction through pleasure. 
They do exactly as they please only to learn 
at last that they don’t like what they do and 
the inner longing persists. 

Still others believe that the possession of 
things is all-important. Then suddenly there 
comes a stock crash, an impelling disappoint- 


ment, a death. Everything seems to have been — 


destroyed except their inner discontent. 

Yes, innate within us all is that divine urge 
to be better than we are, to be at home in a 
universe which is spiritual, to aid in the bet- 
terment of mankind. In the third century, 
Augustine finally awakened to this truth after 
years of licentiousness and debauchery, and 
mused, “Thou has made us for Thyself, and 
the heart of man is restless until it finds its 
rest\in: Thee; 

All the letters of the alphabet variously ar- 
ranged cannot bring. abundant life to this 
world unless we find the secret of satisfying 
this longing in the human breast. All the 
possible luxuries of a new atomic age will 


leave us dull, cold creatures unless we solve — 
this mystery. Is it possible that God has made 
us but little lower than Himself, that we par- 


take of His divine natute, that only as we rec- 
ognize this and know Him can we find abund- 


ance and peace? This is the oft-repeated word — 
of the Master who goes even farther and sug- 
gests that to know God will not only bring — 


such happiness, not only make us partakers of © 


His nature, but that it will set us in the midst 
of eternity. “And this is life eternal, that they 


should know Thee the only true God and Him 


whom Thou didst send, even Jesus Christ.” 
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Here is a glad Easter message: Eternity is 
now, if we know God. Physical death is not 
really the end. It merely marks the transition 
into another form. The resurrection gives wit- 
ness of this truth. 

Indeed this is the pearl of great price. All 
of us want it. How can we gain this knowl- 
edge of God that will give us eternal life 
here and now? 

The first suggestion comes from an ancient 
Psalmist, ‘Be still, and know that Tam God.” 
The crowded and preoccupied life can never 
know God. Quiet times, set aside for renewal 
of strength, are an absolute essential. 

This is a difficult lesson for a hurried and 
hectic world to learn. But there is no short 
cut. Sporadic church attendance, chance in- 
sights into reality, occasional prayers hastily 
repeated under the duress of getting through 
a duty, may prove to be temporary stimulants 
to one’s spiritual nature but they can never 
take the place of deliberately chosen periods 
of quiet when spirit with spirit can speak. 
Time and association are rudimentary to knowl- 
edge and friendship with another. No less is 
true concerning knowledge of and friendship 
with the Eternal. 

It is significant that the greatest religions of 
the world have come from desert places, not 
from the rush of busy cities. We who are 
fast becoming urbanized, wherever we may 
live, might well consider what this trend is 
doing to our faith. 

Says the Psalmist, If you would know God, 
first learn to be still and to wait upon Him. 
Adds the Master, Once you know God, you 
partake of eternal life. Knowledge unlocks 
the gate to eternity. This is an Easter message. 

There is another avenue whereby we may 
come to a knowledge of God. Declared the 
Master, “If any man willeth to do His will, 
he shall know of the teaching, whether it is 
of God. Silence is not enough. One must act 
upon the knowledge he gains. Mysticism is 
not sufficient. The application of principle to 
life is essential. Personal religion and the social 
gospel cannot be separated. They are two sides 
of the same thing, essential to each other. 
Knowledge is incomplete until it is the basis 
of action. Thus it is tested. Thus certainty is 
born. 

_ That was a long night spent by Pasteur 
when for the first time he injected tetanus 
into a lad who had been bitten by a mad dog. 
The medicine had worked well on guinea 
pigs, but would it save or kill the boy? Little 
wonder that, in sleepless anxiety, the scientist 
‘aced the floor beside the lad’s bed until the 
anger had passed. Then, because of his ex- 
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periment, he knew the worth of the serum. 

Would you know God? Live as though He 
exists, and you will come to know. Such 
action pushes ajar the gate to eternity. This 
is the Easter message. 

But we need more than silence, more than 
right action. Both of these must be guided 
by the principle of love. Declares the evangel- 
ist, “Everyone that loveth is begotten of God, 
and knoweth God.” Love, then, must prompt 
our being still, it must direct our every 
activity. 

An old Shema teaches, “Wherever love is, 
there God is.” Fortunate is that child who 
looks up into the face of a loving parent, 
for he, right then, is in the presence of God. 
Surely the upright and sincere young lover 
knows that he walks in the presence of that 
which is more than physical. ‘““Wherever love 
is, there God is.” Whether we audibly phrase 
our beliefs, whether we often attend divine 
service, whether we give generously of our 
substance, all count for little if we permit 
hatred, jealousies, misgivings and envy to 
possess our beings. Such qualities rule out 
love and it is where love is that one finds God. 

There was current, a few years ago, a story 
of a fictitious happening in one of the ortho- 
dox churches of Germany. The congregation 
was housed in a beautiful cathedral. At the 
chancel end was a magnificent stained glass 
window of the Christ, the crown of thorns on 
his head, hanging upon the cross. 

The minister stepped into his pulpit and 
declared, “By the authority of the state, I am 


_tequested to ask all those who have Jewish 


fathers, please leave this room.” The worship 
of a small group was interrupted as several 
rose and left by the center aisle. Again the 
minister spoke, “By the request of our govern- 
ment, I ask all those who have Jewish mothers 
please leave this room.” Again there were 
several who arose and left their pews. 

One might suppose that the attention of all 
the rest would be directed toward those who 
left. But not so, All eyes were transfixed upon 
the window in the chancel where an unbe- 
lievable drama was unfolding. 

The figure of the Master is coming to life. 
Slowly and painfully He takes each arm from 
the branch of the cross. With real agony He 
tears loose His feet. With great effort He 
lets Himself down from the cross, leaves the 
window, descends over the reredos and the 
altar and passes down the center aisle with the 
little group which is leaving. Only where 
love is, not hatred or prejudice, can the perfect 
revelation of the Father dwell. 

In these days of post war unrest, of sus- 
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picions which can only lead to another holo- 
caust, of riots and strikes and greed and im- 
morality, when we act in shortsighted, tem- 
poral, material ways, we desperately need this 
Easter message, ‘And this is life Eternal, that 


they might know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent.”’ 

Silence unlatches the gate of eternity, righte- 
ous living pushes it ajar, love flings it wide 
open—and there waits God. 
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THE UPPER ROOM... 
TO THE EMPTY TOMB” 


CLAUDE L. HEILENMAN 


HERE are four scenes in Holy Week 

which must stand forever as symbols of 

our Lord’s life and passion, The first of 
these is the Last Passover in the Upper Room: 
the ideal of fellowship and love. The second 
is the thrice repeated prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemane: the ideal of consecration and 
devotion. The third is the spectacle of the 
Cross on Calvary’s hill: the ideal of sacrifice 
and redemption. The fourth is the Empty 
Tomb in the Garden of Olives: the ideal of 
immortality. These four scenes constitute the 
main events in the divine drama, From the 
Upper Room to the Empty Tomb. 

Each of these events was of special signifi- 
cance to Christ and the Apostles. In the first 
scene our Lord assumed the King’s preroga- 
tive in instituting the Lord’s Memorial in the 
Last Supper. In the second our Lord assumed 
the place of the High Priest in prayer, offer- 
ing up His petition on behalf of the people 
to God the Father. In the third our Lord 
offered Himself as the divine sacrifice for sin, 
bearing our sins in His own body on the cross 
to open the way whereby we could approach 

-unto a holy God. In the fourth He came forth 
from the tomb to reveal Himself as the Lord 
of death and life, raised up by the power of 
God to settle forever the question of life after 
death and the immortality of the soul. 

There are but three steps from the Upper 
Room to the Empty Tomb, but they lead to 
life, and peace, and power. Whoever per- 
ceives the glory of these three steps and fol- 

~ lows our Lord as He takes them will have the 
fulness of joy and blessing in their lives 
through the resurrected Christ. This is the 
message the Apostle Paul was trying to bring 
to the minds of his beloved followers in the 
fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians. In 
striking language he outlines the basic facts 
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of the Gospel, facts which he believed and 
preached with conviction and eloquence. 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved if ye keep in memory 
what I preachéd unto you, unless ye have be- 
lieved in vain. For I delivered unto you first 
of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures: and that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures: and that he was seen. “.. . 1 Corin- 
thians 15:1-5a. To Paul the resurrection was 
the heart and soul of the Gospel message, 
serving both to quicken interest in the reality 
of Christ and awaken in the hearts of men and 
women, a faith that led to hope and trust in 
the immortality of the human soul. 

I do not know what else God could. have 
done to convince us of our immortal place in — 
the universe and to awaken us to the possi- 
bilities and obligations imposed upon us by 
being heirs of eternity that could have had 
more significance than the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead on that first Easter 
morning. By that one act God dispelled the 
gloom and darkness that shrouded the disciples 
following the crucifixion and awakened them 
to the most glorious adventure in human his- 
tory—the proclamation of the Gospel message — 
to the world and the redeeming of lost souls — 
from the power of sin into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. And wherever they 
went the two basic facts of Christianity, the 
crucifixion and the resurrection, were held 
forth as the divine promise of forgiveness and 
peace. BS 

As you study this digest of Paul’s declaration — 
of the Gospel two things stand out above all 
otheis cue 

“Christ died for our sins.” We shall never 
know the fulness of God’s love for mankind — 
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until we understand the meaning of the cross 
in the plan of redemption. The Apostle Peter 
puts it this way: “Who his own self bore our 
sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being 
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: 
by whose stripes ye were healed.” 1 Peter 2:24. 
What man could not do for himself because 
of the evil in his heart, Christ did for him on 
the cross of Calvary. Everything God planned 
from the beginning of time found, its consum- 
mation on the cross of Calvary. By the death 
of Christ on the cross something was done 
regarding sin which made it possible for God 
to deal with man in a way He could not and 
would not do before. The cross means much 
more than sacrifice: it means redemption in its 
fullest extent, and redemption means forgive- 
ness of sins. At the cross God meets man in 
Christ and the fellowship there established 
can never be broken or destroyed. 

“He rose again the third day.’ You cannot 
separate the crucifixion from the resurrection. 
Without the cross the Empty Tomb would 
have been impossible. Without the Resurrec- 
tion the Crucifixion would have had no signifi- 
cance. Together they form the great insoluble 
mystery of life united together as twin stars, 
focusing our attention on God the Father, 
Creator and Redeemer of men. The cross re- 
vealed the love of God and the compassion of 
Christ, but the empty tomb revealed the re- 
ality of eternal life. Christianity is not merely 
something to die by, it is something to live 
for, and the open tomb is the open door to 
adventurous, triumphant living. When we be- 


lieve in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from _ 


the dead, as a historical fact, and accept it as a 
basis of our faith, every other doctrine of 
Christianity becomes reasonable and sound and 
life takes on new meaning and direction. This 
is probably what the Apostle had in mind 
when he wrote in II Corinthians, Chapter 5, 
“For the love of Christ constraineth us; be- 
cause we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead: and that he died for all, 
that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him which died for 
them, and rose again... Therefore, if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new.” The great message of Christianity is 
contained in just two words, Christ arose! 
This message transformed the lives of the 
apostles on that first Easter morning. It has 
transformed the lives of men and women 1n 
the past. It continues to transform the life of 
the world today. Wherever faith has been 
awakened and men and women have put their 
hopes and trust in Christ this transforming 
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power of the Gospel has wrought great changes 
in the world so that we can exclaim with Paul, 
“Tam not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek.”” And in the glow of that faith and 
conviction the great Apostle to the Gentiles 
traversed the border of the Mediterranean 
preaching Jesus and the resurrection, bringing 


-men and women into fellowship with the liv- 


ing Christ and each other, establishing 
Churches wherever he went and planting the 
seed of the Gospel in fertile soil, And just as 
the power of God was manifested in the lives 
of Paul and the Apostles so God can work 
through us with the same power when we are 
surrendered and yielded to His will. 

The resurrection story will transform your 
life today if you will go with Christ Froin 
the Upper Room to the Empty Tomb and 
learn the meaning of death to self and the 
glory of the resurrected life. 

Easter was not the end of Holy Week only, 
it was the beginning of a new life: a life 
of constant fellowship with the living Christ 
and of devoted service to Him and His Church. 
Out of the experiences surrounding the Resur- 
rection the Apostles awoke to a deep and 
radiant faith in the reality of the living Christ 
and the love and mercy of God for mankind. 
Driven out of Jerusalem into the provinces 
surrounding the Holy City they went through 
every village and town preaching the Gospel 
and urging men and women to make their 
peace with God through His Son Jesus Christ, 
and receive the promise of the Spirit which 
He had given them on that never-to-be-forgot- 
ten night in the Upper Room. The outpouring 
of the Spirit at Pentecost furnished the dynamic 
which made this evangelism possible, but it 
was the memory of the experience at Easter 
that gave the apostles courage to preach Christ 
in the face of opposition and death. 

Perhaps we need to pray something like 
this: 


1—From glory unto glory, 
This is our plea today; 
Transformed by Christ’s own Spirit, 
We seek the upward way: 
The outer man imay perish, 
The inner is restored, 
As we behold the image 
Of Christ our living Lord. 


2—From glory unto glory, 
Washed in His precious blood, 
Called to a holy priesthood, 
To serve the living God; 
To Him be praise and glory, 
Through ages without end: 
The songs of all the ransomed, 
With Angel voices blend. 
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3—From glory unto glory, 
Raised up with Christ our Lord, 
We seek the heavenly blessings, 
Unfolded in God’s Word; 
Each promise of the Spirit, 
Is ours to share today; 
The glories of His presence, 
Along the upward way. 


4—From glory unto glory, 
With Jesus Christ our Lord, 
We wait the consummation, 
Of God’s own Holy Word; 
The hope of all the ages; 
The. hope of days to come, 
The everlasting promise, 
Of our eternal home. 


5—From glory unto glory, 
We seek our blest abode; 
When Christ shall come in glory, 
With all the saints of God: 
Rejoice ye chosen people; 
Sing of His wondrous grace, 
Raised up with Christ our Saviour, 
We'll see Him face to face. 


Thus, it was with the Apostles after Easter. 
So it should be with us today. So it will be 
when we remember that we can have some- 
thing of the same experiences of the Disciples 
after the Resurrection, if we will only lay hold 
on this fact in the Resurrection of our Lord — 
that it means the beginning of a new life for 
all who will accept it by faith. 
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THE SECRET OF SUCCESSFUL LIVING 


HERBERT W. HAHN 


II, Time 4:7. 


PIRITUAL resources are of utmost impor- 
tance to successful living. Few people, if 
any, are equal to life and its problems 

without spiritual re-enforcement. How often 
we come to the end of our own resources and 
feel in need of divine aid! Especially is this 
true morally. Many young people and even 
older people with many years of experience 
back of them, have had a moral breakdown 
when not sustained by interior resources. 
“Here lies one of the major explanations of 
the fact,” as a well-known physician put it, 
“that neurasthenia, or nerve fatigue, is the 
most significant disease of the age.” As one 
watches individuals who are thrown back upon 
themselves and are unable to meet the issues of 
life, he soon discovers the reason for so many 
care-worn faces, so many hectic and anxious 
lives ticking like clocks that have lost their 
pendulums. With all poise and balance gone, 
there inevitably follows a collapse of character 
and a breakdown of morals. Multitudes of us 
when thrown back on our own fesoutces, can- 
not stand it. We are not like trees planted by 
rivers of waters, that bring forth fruit in their 
season. 

How many of us, though we have had a 
desire to do good, have found the spirit will- 
ing, but the flesh weak? The will was present, 
but the power to accomplish was lacking. 
Some things indeed may be achieved by a 
willingness to-do them, but volition in itself 
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is not sufficient to solve our problems. To be 
sure, the will to do is of utmost importance 
when it comes to our daily tasks, and in carry- 
ing out the details of our lives. Our choice to 
do, or not to do is an essential factor. Choosing 
to undertake a task instead of evading or run- 
ning away from it, is the deciding factor. But 
when it comes to the building of character and 
strengthening the inward life, that is not always 
the case. Amid the stress and strain of life 
we often find that the more we strive to have 
a steadfast central peace to maintain our poise,” 
the less likely we are to attain it. The same 
may be said of moral power. We can not assure 
ourselves of ample resources of inward power 
merely by driving our wills to have them. 
When it comes to accomplishing outward objec- 
tives such as picking up a book or pencil, it 
is a relatively simple matter. You simply make 
up your mind and do it. But when it comes 
to being spiritually adequate for life, it is a 
different story. What we need in this instance 
are resources that enable us to do the things — 
we ought to do, graciously to endure the — 
unpleasant things of life, and to be like a — 
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bring- ~ 
eth forth its fruit in due season—is not in | 
volition’s power to bestow. We need a great — 
outstanding philosophy of life, with resources — 
of spiritual vitality into which we may thrust — 
our roots; a great religious faith which enables — 
us to say with St. Paul. “Though our outward — 
man is decaying, yet our inward man is 
renewed day by day.” There is something from — 
within that makes us equal to the outward | 
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Pressure of every occasion—inward spiritual 
fesources that are so essential to successful 
living, even as a Prophet of Old Testament 
times states it: ‘Not by might, nor by power; 
but by my spirit says the Lord.” 

There are two methods or techniques by 
which men have sought to attain their objec- 
tives, and to make a success in life. One is 
through will power; and the other through 
the aid of spiritual resources, and the regen- 
erating and invigorating influences that are 
made available through faith and the indwell- 
ing Spirit of God. We need both—will power 
to make a deliberate attack on life and _ its 
tasks, and the indwelling Spirit of God that 
will enable us to say with St. Paul, “Strength- 
ened with might by His spirit in the inner 
man,” “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me.” 

After the First World War a professor in 
one of our leading universities wrote a book 
in which he asserted that there is no reason 
whatever, why man should depend on any 
power greater than himself. But how disillu- 
sioned men have become! During the years of 
depression multitudes who did not depend 
upon a power greater than themselves, and 
consequently had no inward spiritual resources 
to sustain them, felt that life was a failure 
and sought escape via the suicide route. Even 
prominent men with great material resources 
were among those who sought release from 
the seeming futility of life by means of self- 
destruction. 

Say what you will about religion and its 


shortcomings it, nevertheless, has something — 


that we all need. If you do not wish to take 
the word of a minister, then listen to that of 
a physician, Alexis Carrell: “Mysticism,” he 
states, “brings a man the fulfillment of his 
highest desires, inner strength, spiritual light, 
divine love, ineffable peace.’”—without which 
no one can make a real success of life. Even 
modern psychologists, neurologists and physi- 
cists cannot close their eyes to spiritual reality; 
but are discovering what the ancient Prophet 
long ago has said: “They that wait upon the 
Lord, shall renew their strength,” -is essential 
and true; and that it is not by physical strength 
or material resources, but by the spirit of the 
Lord that we are made equal to life and its 
problems. 

Available spiritual resources are all about 
us in the universe, if we will but place our- 
selves in a right position to receive and make 
use of them. Electric waves have always been 
everywhere present, yet we were unaware of it 
before we had the radio; but even now you 
must turn on the radio, and get the right wave 
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length to get the programs which they bring 
over the air. The same is true of electricity 
itself. It, too, was everywhere present at least 
in potential form before Benjamin Franklin 
discovered it in a thunder cloud, or before 
people knew it was. Now we generate it with 
dynamos, and use its power to run machinery, 
to light homes, and to do a thousand and one 
other things for us. Still, though we have the 
dynamos that generate the voltage, we can 
not avail ourselves of its power to light the 
home or to operate machinery until we com- 
plete the circuit. Just so in the spiritual realm. 
There are spiritual resources available, and 
waiting to be released in and through us, if 
only we complete the circuit, There is some- 
thing we call prayer, that does more than 
anything else to complete the circuit, and 
help to release the spiritual resources of which 
we are so urgently in need. Prayer is one of 
the great essential means of liberating the 
resources in and through our life. Prayer at 
its best is not mere wishful thinking or an 
attempt to persuade an unwilling God to do 
something for us. Instead it is the adjusting 
of our wills to the infinite will, and putting 
ourselves in the proper place and attitude to 
receive the things which God knows are best 
and have already been made available. The 
Prophet, Isaiah, saw this clearly, and repre- 
sented the Lord as saying: ‘Before they call, 
I will answer, and while they pray, I will 
listen.” 

Our lives may be likened, not so much to a 
cistern, which holds water; but to a fountain 
through which water flows. The water already 
is there, and if it fails to flow, the essential 
thing to do is to open the faucet, and thus 
enable it to flow freely. The universe is filled 
with cosmic energy all about us, and prayer 
at its best is removing the things that clutter 
up our lives and hinder God’s Spirit from 
working in and through us. ‘Not by might 
nor by power, but by my Spirit saith the 
Lord.” 

Jesus, who had the key to the more abun- 
dant life, said: “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly’’—enriched, effervescent and over- 
flowing with grace. Religion in this sense is 
more than a formal belief. It is a force that 
makes for righteousness. In the New Testa- 
ment we read of people who had a form of 
godliness, but who denied the power thereof. 
Dr. Moffat, in translating that text put it: 
“Though they keep up a form of religion 
they will have nothing to do. with it as a 
force.” A religious form or frame-work may 
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have its rightful place; but unless it has a 
spiritual force to give it life, it is dead. In 
order that it might have meaning and be 
helpful to us it is essential that we wait on 
the Lord, and draw upon the resources of the 
spirit, that we might lay hold on, or rather, 
be laid hold on by a power greater than our- 
selves, and thus have access to inward 
resources of strength for daily living; and 
find reassurance through the peace of God 
which passeth all understanding—even amid 
the storms of life. 

Spiritual foundations are necessary to life 
at its best—a great sustaining faith to under- 
gird us, unfailing resources of the spirit to 
strengthen us, and grace that enables us to 
do the will of our heavenly Father. 


Great religion, basic character, and success- 
ful living starts with something profoundly 
re-enforcing, regenerating, reassuring within, 
that makes available to us the abounding 
gtace of God and spiritual resources, bring- 
ing out vur best qualities, and empowering 
us to become like a tree planted by the rivers 
of waters, which brings forth his fruit in his 
season; and, finally, enables us to say as St. 
Paul at the close of his life: “I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the Faith.” ong 

Only faith in God, and the unfailing 
resources of the spirit can enable us to live a 
life like that. 

“Not by might nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord.” 
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A LENTEN MEDITATION 


GEORGE McPHERSON HUNTER 


W icine the Church was very young and 
being persecuted, and the recent con- 
verts from heathenism were faced with 
persecution, a New Testament writer wrote to 
the Hebrews, “Ye have need of patience.” 

The admonition used two thousand years 
ago is needed today. First, we need patience 
with ourselves. For if we are honest, we are 
vitally aware of how far short we come of our 
own ideals. And Lent is a good time to be 
open-minded and candid with our troublesome 
self. It’s good to see ourselves as others see us. 

An artist went into the Tennessee moun- 
tains to paint the quaint characters living 
there — primitives living far from the ‘“‘mad- 
dening crowd.” 

The boys would watch him paint. Indeed, 
every detail of his life was under scrutiny. One 
morning he had finished shaving and was look- 
ing at his face in the mirror. And one of 
his audience said: ~ 

“Mister, ain’t you a lot of bother to your- 
Seltaa 

If we are morally earnest and candid, we'll 
admit the biggest trouble we have is with our 
unruly selves. We have need of patience, for 
we are clay in the hands of the Potter who 
had a plan for us. 

“He fixed thee midst this dance of plastic cir- 
cumstance 
To give thy soul its bent, 


Mannigton, West Virginia 


Page 1 26 


Try thee and turn thee forth, sufficiently im- 
pressed.” 

Second, we have need of patience with the 
strange force we call democracy. Erratic, ebu- 
lent, disappointing, it tries the patience of all 
sincere citizens. Surely it is not “what it’s 
cracked up to be.” 

Once I was railing about it in the presence 
of my son. 

“What's the alternative to democracy, eh? 
Tell me.” 

“Socialism, communism,” I answered. 

“Do you want socialism or communism?” 

“Emphatically no,” I replied. 

“Then be patient with democracy. For it’s 
a process, a going on to a goal. A ‘far off 
divine event to which the whole creation 
moves’.”’ is 

We must be patient with the Church; or if 
you like to be sweeping in your idea of the 
one Church; the churches. 

The Church is an immortal, supernatural or- — 
ganization in this wicked world, and it is 
made up of mortal, frail human beings such ~ 
as you and I. It’s a school for the making of 
what you and I are decidedly not: saints. It’s — 
a hospital for men and women wounded in the 
battle of life. It’s a refuge from the storm 
and stress of life. The Church errs sometimes. _ 
There have been periods in its long life when — 


it was not even respectable. 


Yet with all its faults, and it has many, it § 
remains the hope of the world. Incidentally, — 
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when critics point out the faults of the Church 
I am highly amused. For I know faults they 
could never see, or know existed. And J still 
believe in the Church. 

Christ, the head of the Church, has been 
very patient with His Church. Indeed, He 
must blush for it very often. 

Then we humble, unattractive, frail, clumsy 
mortals must learn patience with the Church 
of our God. For He died to make a Church, 
and will never cease His efforts to make it 
worthy of Him whose body it is. 

Third, it’s hard to be patient with one an- 
other, the nation and the Church. Hardest of 
all is to be patient with God. 

When Marie Bashkiztself heard she was 
smitten with tuberculosis, she wrote in her 
diary: 

witis TL QrGodr rhe tole 

There are so many of us whose judgments 
of God never get beyond the first personal 
pronoun I. 

What has happened to me colors my whole 
idea of God. 

John the Baptist, when he heard of the 
works of Jesus, sent his disciples to ask: 

“Art thou he that cometh, or look we for 
another ?”’ 

“If the Messiah has come, why am I left in 
prison? Why do I suffer? Why am I laid 
aside victimized by God?” 

Millions have asked these questions. 

Thomas Carlyle burst out impetuously, “Why 
does God not do something? Why does He 
not hear us?” 


I have heard of a reformer in his zeal burst _ 


out, “Oh, if only I were God Almighty for 
ten minutes.” 

That man and thousands like him who have 
no patience should have taken Emerson’s word, 
“Go out under the stars, look at them and say, 
‘So hot, my little man, so hot’.” 

“God works slowly but the harvest is sure,” 
an Indian missionary wrote about the lifting 
of the legal ban on the untouchables of India. 


For one hundred and fifty years the Church 


the world’s 


has worked for this notable event in India. 
Newspapers hardly mentioned this emancipa- 
tion. 

Millions only see the ‘godless look of 
earth” that tries men’s faith. But behind all 
confusions, man’s restlessness, 
gloom and despair, God works patiently. He 
is always abroad in the world. He notes a 
sparrow’s fall and the rise of a nation. 

“He hides Himself so wondrously 
As though there were no God; 
He is least seen when all the powers 


‘Of ill are most abroad.” 


: 
, 


; 


March, 1950 


“Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for 
Him. Fret not thyself because of evil doers. 
Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in 
Him and He will bring it to pass.” 
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OUTLINE 


CLAUDE R. SHAVER 


The Measure of the Cross 

Text: That Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith; that ye may be able to comprebend 
with all the saints, what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth and height; and to know 
the love of Christ. Eph. 3:17-19. 


How tall was the cross? How wide the 
reach of its arms? These mathematical ques- 
tions have at times aroused warm discussion. 
And yet they are trivial in comparison with 
the farther reaches of Christ’s love; of which 
the material structure is only a restricted sym- 
bol. 

I. BREADTH: ‘Tidings of joy to all peo- 
ples,” “God so loved that he gave.” These 
texts are so familiar that we miss their world- 
wide reach, Vaughn Shoemaker’s cartoon, 
showing the Nazi cross with broken arms, was 
in vivid contrast to the far-reaching arms of 
the Christ’s pointing to the limits of the earth’s 
horizons east and west, north and south. The 
other, with narrow jealousy, brutish selfishness, 
turning inward in cruel hatred; over against 
the Master's ‘Father forgive’ and His encour- 
agement to the penitent thief, “Today — Para- 
dise — with Me.” 

II. LENGTH: Duration, 2,000 years of 
continual appeal. Jesus’ physical existence was 
33 years, with only three years of public min- 
istry. But it was intensive. Yes, an unseen 
contact has continued, fulfilling the promise, 
“Lo I am with you always.’ Often continued 
in brief human careers: Joan of Arc (19), 
Henry Drummond (46), Mendelssohn’s soul 
harmonies. Fanny Crosby singing, “All the 
Way My Saviour Leads Me.” 

III. DEPTH: Reaching fathomless soul ex- 
periences of anguish, loneliness and pathetic 
heart yearnings. In the face of indifference, 
ingratitude, and misunderstandings, as with 
Stephen, Paul, John Huss, Savonarola and to- 
day the countless colleagues of Martin Nie- 
mueller, Edith Cavell, and countless others. 

IV. HEIGHTS of rapture in ten thousand 
hymns, shouts of triumph from hundreds of 


Page 127 


Christian martyrs, brave soldiers on modern 
battlefields and beastly concentration camps. 
Paul’s “Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man; 
the things which God has prepared for them 
that love Him.” 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


Getting Stung By a Bee 


How many of you were ever stung by a 
bee? It just wasn’t a very enjoyable experi- 
ence, was it? It hurt pretty badly, so badly, in 
fact that you don’t want ever to be stung 
again. Once is enough! 

So you can understand how little Sammie 
felt, when he went into the garden with his 
mother, one bright day last summer. His 
mother wanted to get.a bouquet of roses for 
the table in her living room, and little Sammie 
went with her to hold the big red roses she 
picked. 

They found a honey-bee buzzing around one 
of the roses. It would light on a rose, crawl 
down deep among its petals where it would 
load up with the sweet nectar down there, and 
then it was ready to fly back to its hive, where 
it would leave the nectar to be made into 
honey. 

Sammie had been stung once by a bee, so 
he was afraid when they saw the bee buzzing 
around among the roses, and when his mother 
reached for a particularly beautiful rose and 
had a bee sting her on the palm of the hand, 
he heard her exclaim because of the pain 
inflicted by the bee, and being just a little 
fellow, he began to cry, for he probably 
thought that if that bee wasn’t afraid to sting 
a grown person like his mother, he certainly 
wouldn’t be afraid to sting him. So he cried 
out and ran to his mother for protection from 
the bee. 

She put her arm around the little fellow and 
tried to comfort him so he wouldn’t be afraid 
of the bee, but her soothing words didn’t have 
ph effect, and Sammie continued to cry in 
ear. 

Then mother put her hand down where he 
could see it and pointing to the little red spot 
where the bee had stung her, she said, ‘Look 
closely little man, right there in the center of 
that little red spot. See that little thorn-like 
stinger? Well when that bad bee stung 
mother’s hand, he left his stinger sticking 
right there, you can see it. Well a bee has 
only one stinger, and if he left in it mother’s 
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hand, he just can’t sting mother’s little man, 
now can he?” 

Just so with Jesus. In the Lenten story 
about Jesus, His Passion, and crucifixion, His 
death on the Cross, it is very much like Sam- 
mie’s mother and the bee sting, for Jesus suf- 
fered the sting of sin and death for us all. He 
accepted the sting so that we could be safe 
from it. If He accepted it in our place, and 
saved us from it, shouldn’t we, during these 
days before Easter Day, love and thank Him 
more than ever, for His willingness to suffer 
so that we would not* have to? (Adapted) 


The Easter Sapling 


Once there was a man who lived in a humble 
little cabin, in a rough, rocky section of the 
Kentucky hills. The only pretty thing near his 
little home was a narrow stream which came 
babbling right by his cabin door, singing to 
him as it danced along over the rocky route 
it followed. 

One day he decided that his place would be 
nicer, and cooler in the warm weather, if he 
brought in a few little baby tree-saplings and 
planted them around the place so that when 
they grew up he could have a little shade. His 
friends laughed at him for they knew that no 
trees grew near his shack and no trees could 
gtow there, for the ground was all rocky and 
trees need soil to grow in. 

Just the same he planted some of the sap- 
lings, hopefully, and every day he carried 
water from the stream to water the trees. But 
even so, one by one the leaves on all of them 
wilted and shrivelled up and the saplings 
died because there was no food in the rocks 
for them to live on. 

That is, all but one sapling died, for months 
after he had planted them, he returned to his 
cabin one day by coming up the creek bed. 
Ordinarily he came home along the path. Then 
it was that he discovered that one of those 
little saplings had not really died at all, for 
little tiny, new, green leaves were showing 
on it. 


He was so happy to find one that was grow- 


ing that he crossed the little stream to look 


at the sapling and he discovered that one ~ 


little root, not any larger around than a match- 
stick, had found a wee bit of dirt in a crack 
in the rocks, had kept on growing clear across 
the little stream by holding onto a fence wire 
which crossed the stream. Once it was on the 


other side it let go of the wire and crawled 


along on the ground until it reached a place 


where there was some rich soil and there it — 


dug right in and drew out new life and health 


% 
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for the little tired sapling on the other side 
of the stream. 

Today that sapling has become quite a big 
tree, and it gives a fine example of just what 
the message of Easter means. 

We know that Christ was crucified on a 
cross, that He died and was buried. and that 
He rose again from the dead according to the 
Scriptures. Well Christ's rising from the dead 
was much like that little sapling’s experience. 
Think of that little stream as the dividing line 
between life and what we speak of as death. 
Call it the River of Death if you care to. This 
side of the river, where the struggling little 
sapling was planted, we call the side of our 
life on earth. The far side of the stream we 
can call Heaven. There is where the root of 
the sapling found food to give the little tree 
real life. 

We live, of course on this side of the stream. 
But Christ was the root which grew from this 
side to the heavenly side, and in so growing 
we may grow large and strong, into clean, 
healthy, spiritually minded men and women 
because through Him we receive spiritual food, 
and help and strength, and like the sapling 
that grew into a sturdy tree, we may be happy 
ourselves and bring joy and gladness to others 
because Christ crossed the stream and gives us 
the spiritual food we need. 


The Light of The World 


Here is a little flashlight. It’s an amazing 
thing, isn’t it? I don’t know anything we 


have in our homes that are quite as wonderful _ 


as the electric lights there. Why, when you 
go into a dark room where you can’t see, all 
you have to do is to push a little button on 
the wall, and the dark room is no longer dark. 
It is light as day. That is pretty close to being 
a miracle. 

_ How does it work? You think the answer 
to that is easy, don’t you? Well it really is 
not easy. Oh yes, I push the button, here, on 
the flashlight, and the light shines, but what 
makes it shine? You say it is electricity that 
passes into the little light in the end, and that 
is true, but only partly true. For just what 
is electricity, and just why does it make this 
little piece of hollow glass glow with the 
brightness of a little sun? 

_ Well, don’t be ashamed that you don’t know 
what electricity is, for no one, not even the 
scientists can tell you what it is. We all know 
what electricity can do. It can produce ice in 
your refrigerator on the hottest day, it can turn 
darkness into light, it can ring bells and make 
trains go speeding along the track. It makes 
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automobiles run, and it boils coffee, and does 
endless other things. Yes we know what it 
can do, but we do not know what it is. 

All we know is that when I push this little 
button on the side of this flashlight, the light 
in the end, shines brightly. We know that 
pushing this button causes a change in the 
light. 

Just so. We don’t understand just how it 
works, but we do know when we allow Jesus 
to push the button in our lives, His light 
shines forth in our hearts and lives as it can’t 
shine unless we permit Him to push that but- 
ton. Where you find a person who smiles con- 
tinually because he or she is happy all the 
time, where you find a person who is honest, 
and clean in thought, in word and in the 
things he does, where you find a person who 
is a real Christian person, you may be sure that 
that person has permitted Christ to push the 
button of his life and that his goodness is 
simply God’s light shining out in everything 
he does and says. 

Christ says, “I am the light of the world.” 
He is, but He can never be the light of our 
little personal world, unless we invite Him 
to push the button and make His glorious 
light shine in and through us. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


Man Doth Not Live By Bread Only 


Deut. 8:30. “That he might make thee know 
that man doth not live by bread only, but by 
every word that...” 
Edwin Midgley, an English coal miner, won 

$44,800 in a football pool a year ago, and in 

early February this year, comes the report from 

South Kirby, England, that ‘“‘he drove up to his 

old mine in his sleek black limousine, and said 

he had put his money away for his old age and 
asked for his job back again.” Why? “I got 
bored,” he explained. 


God Send Us Men 


God send us men whuse aim ’twill be, 
Not to defend somé outworn creed, 
But to live out the laws of Christ 

In every thought and word and deed. 


God send us men alert and quick 
His lofty precepts to translate, 
Until the laws of Christ become 
The laws and habits of the state. 
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God send us men of steadfast will. 
Patient, courageous, strong and true; 
With vision clear and mind equipped 
His will to learn, His work to do. 


God send us men with hearts ablaze, 

All truth to love, all wrong to hate; 

These are the patriots nations need, 

These are the bulwarks of the state. 
—Frederick J. Gillman, in "Church Chimes.” 


Religion Barred, But 
Communism is Permitted 


Less than two years ago the U. S. Supreme 
Court ruled that it is illegal to teach religion 
either in the public schools or during “released 
time’’ by cooperation of the public schools with 
the churches. Now comes along Judge Harry 
Shirick of New York and rules that Com- 
munists have a constitutional right to teach 
Communism in schools. 

George E. Sokolsky, in his column, Decem- 
ber 8, 1949, makes this very logical and truly 
American observation: 

“The judge decided that Communism may 
teach our children and that there is nothing 
we can do about it because the Communists 
have a constitutional right to. teach Communism 
in schools supported by taxpayers’ money. 

“Compare that with various decisions to the 
effect that it is unconstitutional to teach God 
and religion and moral law—and you can see 
how far we have become influenced by Marxist 
materialism. ; 

“The argument that teaching is not a right 
but a privilege, that the teacher is, after all, 
a hired employee who should live up to the 
terms of employment, leaves the judge cold.” 
—Church Chimes, Shreveport, La. 


Sirens Bring Results 


No amount of persuasion could get three- 
year-old Richard Zini, of Memphis, Tenn., to 
unlock the door to his room, until in despera- 
tion, his parents called the fire department to 
bring a hook and ladder. The sirens screamed 
and Richard unlocked the door, saying, ‘‘Let’s 
go to the fire!” ‘ 

__ We read recently of a fire in a rural church, 
due to an attempt to heat the church quickly 
_in preparation for the morning service. At 

15-below zero there were few worshippers ex- 
pected, and the deep snow around the entrance 
prevented those who had come from helping 
in the control of the fire. However, someone 
sent out an alarm over the rural telephone, and 
by the time the hour for the service had come, 
there were hundreds of people milling about 
in the surrounding area,—among them those 
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who should have come to the service regularly, 
but had not planned to attend “because of the 
weather.” 


Servants of God 

John 12:32. 

A Jewelry manufacturing firm of Providence, 
R. I., was approached by a member of a fe- 


ligious organization, asking for the design of — 


a fitting emblem for their group. : 

The design submitted was 4 cross within a 
heart. We are accustomed to seeing the cross 
in all sorts of places,—on church steeples, over 
church doors, many churches are designed in 
the form of a cross.. We see it in stained glass 
windows. Even flower-twined crosses hang on 
the walls of many homes, and many organiza- 
tions have small crosses to wear on coat lapels, 
or on chains. 

But we grow so accustomed to seeing all 
these forms of the cross, that we are hardly 
aware of them; we see the form of the cross 
at times, but we miss the meaning of it,—until 
a great need overwhelms us. Then, we turn 
our eyes to this familiar object, and only then 
begin to learn its meaning. 

Long years ago, three crosses stodd out 
against the sky on Calvary hill,—crosses, the 
symbol of hate and degradation . . . and three 
human bodies hung upon those crosses, the 


center one a young man, sent by God, the © 


Father, to teach men of God’s love for his 
creatures, and to show men the way to find 
God, the door to eternal life. But—they would 
not have Him, they would not listen, and the 
cross on Golgotha was their answer. The cross 


on Golgotha is also the symbol of God’s effort 


to make sinful men aware of Him, and His 
plans for his creatures. 

When man learns the awareness of God, the 
cross and its meaning has become a part of 
him, and he treasures it in his heart, beyond 
all other gifts of life-—a cross in his heart is 


then his emblem, worn consciously and un-— 


ashamed. To wear a cross of gold, to look 
upon a cross on a church steeple, a window, a 
wall,—that is not enough. Each one of us must 


learn the meaning of the cross, within our own, - 


personal lives. ‘He that would come after me, 


let him deny himself, and take up 7s cross_ 


and follow me.” 


When we “take up His cross” as our own, 


follow Him in doing that which He directs 


His followers to do, forgetful of ourselves, | 
then we have indeed a cross within our hearts, 


no longer a symbol of decoration, but the key 
to God’s love, forgiveness, and salvation. 


The Expositor 


se 


THE WAY TO POWER-—- 
AND POISE by E. STANLEY JONES 


HERE is 


the key to inner strength—re!ease from the ten- 
sions of life, from worry and frustrations—and the spiritual 
achievement of power and poise. 


Only E. Stanley Jones, America's most popular devotional 
writer, could have written these daily meditations for you. 
His profound understanding of the body, mind, and soul, his human touch 
and inspiring faith will lead you through these new devotional readings to 
truly creative power and poise. 


384 Pages * Pocket Size Just $1.25 


| At your bookstore Abingdon -Cokesbury Press 
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e THE UNION SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON HELP SERIES e 


Simple, Wholesome 
and Gnbiased 


LJNION periodicals are written by 
experienced Sunday School workers 
who are specialists in the age groups for 
which they write. The lessons themselves 
are consistently Bible-centered, and the 
emphasis is always placed on the founda- 
tional truths held in common by all evan- 
gelical Christians. 


“The Sunday School at Home,” shown 
herewith, is the attractive connecting link 
between the Sunday School and the Home. 
Forty-eight pages of study, cheer and in- 
spiration. In addition to a lucid exposition 
of each Sunday's lesson, there is also a 
daily home reading for the Family Altar. 


A number of other interesting articles, 
stories and poems are set in easy-to-read type, and 
attractively illustrated. A beautiful new cover de- 
sign each quarter. There are special club rates. 
Write now for sample—clip coupon below. 
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If Thy Right Hand Offend 


Matt. 5:30. Margaret Smith, 18, of Los 
Angeles, California, was reported to have 
“called police to arrest her boy friend and two 
others on robbery charges because she didn’t 
want the man she loved to break the law,” and 
told the officers that Ferguson Chapman, 23, 
of El Paso with two companions were planning 
a series of robberies near there. : 
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Alert For Mothers 


He could not have been over four, standing 
in front of the lost and found desk. He hardly 
reached the top, and there were traces of has- 
tily-wiped tears on his chubby face as he asked 
in quavering voice, “Has any mothers been 
turned in this morning?” 


Anything Worth Having 


One must pay the price for anything worth 
having; and the price is always work, patience, 
love, self-sacrifice—no paper currency, no 
promises to pay, but the toll of real service— 
John Burroughs. 


She Lost Her Brother 


A very estimable and high-minded woman 
found herself, against her own inclinations, in- 
volved in a case in court and in conflict with 
other members of her family. It was a matter 
of enormous regret to her and she had done 
everything within her power to avoid it. Issues 
at stake in which the rights of others were in- 
volved coupled with duty, demanded that she 
submit the facts for judgment. 

After several days in court, during which 
time she suffered terribly, she emerged trium- 
phant. The verdict sustained her position com- 
pletely. In writing to a friend some time later, 
however, she said, ‘I won the case, but I lost 
my brother.” he 

It happens so many times that we lose even 
when we win, because we do not plan our 
course wisely. The spirit of contention is an 
evil thing which requires payment from every- 
one who shares in it. Like gossip, it corrupts 
the minds of all who have a part in it..... 
Jesus talked about winning the whole world 
and losing our own souls. It is possible to win 
victories far more expensive than we can afford, 
thus emerging the loser. 

—Roy L. Smith. 
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Internal Perils as Great 
as External Ones 
Zephaniah 3:3-6. “In spite of all the ter- 

tifying things we read about bombs, freedom is 
in no more danger from without than it is from 
creeping paralysis from within,” said General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower on February 14, 1950, 
in an address before the American Institute of 
Mining and Metallurgical Engineering, and 
expressed. confidence that this century will 
maintain its freedom so long as “every project 
is measured in terms of how it will affect the 
basic rights of man.” 


A Modern Damien 


Matt, 10:8. Lieut. Gordon C. McNeilly, a 
30-year old doctor is going to the Pacific island 
of Tinian at his own request to take charge of 
the leper colony there. From Washington 
comes the report (Febr. 14, 1950) that his 
wife and their two children are going with 
him. ——— 


Our Children 


Prov, 22:6. “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” 

“Guys like me go wrong because of the way 
we're brought up. I was guided in life by 
movies and such other things, and I always” 
figured the easiest way out was to try and out- 
smart the other guy. If I had been brought 
up by parents who went to church, and had- 
known God, I would not have gone wrong.” 
This is reported as the “last hour’ statement 
of an 18-year old boy, convicted and sentenced 
to death for the slaying of a salesman, who had 
befriended him, and whom he had robbed. 

An 11-year old lad, Tommy Harrington, on 
trial for robbing and killing a neighbor woman- 
gtocer, is quoted as saying, “I pointed my gun 
at her, but I did not mean to kill her. I needed 
money to go to camp.”” However, the neighbor, 


‘Mrs. Ebling, was dead, and because the parents” 


of Tommy Harrington had allowed him to imi-. 
tate movie-gangsters in his play, the family 
faced a tragedy that would haunt them and 
change the lives of all concerned. = 

A psychiatrist was called into the juvenile 
detention home to learn what prompted the 
plans made by three small boys to “string-up 
and torture” one of their playmates every third 
Sunday. They had hanged a 7-year-old play- 
mate, and maimed the nude body, even to’ 
burning his hair. The boys are reported to 
have chatted freely with officers of the law 
about their plans, mostly based on ‘“‘comic book 
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. SERMON MATERIAL FOR A WHOLE YEAR LN : 


Old Truths por Ga : New Day 
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by ©. A. Geiseman 


If you are looking for powerful, inspiring preaching at its best 


° — if you are looking for stimulating ideas by one of America’s e 
° pulpit masters —here it is! All Sermons are on the Old Line e 
e Epistles. On the one hand, the preacher makes the redemption . 
e of Jesus Christ central in the import of his message. On the a 
‘. other hand, he is alert to today’s needs of his hearers. He talks A 
é about human problems in language that people understand. a 
° VOLUME I (22 Sermons from Advent to Easter) covers such e 
e subjects as “Is Christianity Worth the Price”, “Are You Winning ° 
e the Race of Life”, “How to Be Happy”, etc. ° 
> VOLUME II (25 Sermons from Easter to Advent) dwells on : 
= “How to Be A True Christian”, “Beware of Self-Sufficiency”, © 
e : “Put on the Armor of God”, and others. ~ 
M4 : Both Volumes are packed with vital material for you. sf 
ao x ° 
. ; At Your Religious Bookstore —$2.50 per Volume . 
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and movie portrayals of crime.” All three were 
said to belong to good families. 

Is it possible that children, loved and cher- 
ished by God-fearing parents, who have the 
welfare and future ot their children as a sacred 
obligation and responsibility at heart, plan rob- 
beries, murder, and out-smarting the other guy, 
without the parents knowledge? Children 
loved, cherished, and taught what is best for 
a person along the way of life, are likely to 
imitate and emulate the habits and character of 
the parents. Many a child, faced with temp- 
tation, is strengthened by the mere thought of 
a Godly-parent, and those secure in the love of 
their parents are shielded from ordinary temp- 
tations such as stealing, telling lies, which often 
form the basis for lives of crime, 


Game Protector Arrests Himself 


Acts 5:32. Just a few hours before the close 
of the grouse season -in late November, 1949, 
Game Protector Lawrence Sprenger, Republic, 
Washington, killed one bird, and thought he 
saw two more by a clump of brush. He fired 
and missed—he thought. However, when he 
went to look he found both dead, so he had 
three birds; the law allows two. “If I had 
found another hunter with three birds I would 
have arrested him, so there was only one thing 
to do, arrest myself and pay the fine, $27.50.” 


Declines ‘Paternalism’ 
Little Hiwassee College, Madisonville, Tenn., 


declined the offer of government surplus po-. 


tatoes, through its president, D. R. Youell, who 
is reported as saying, “We don’t want that kind. 
of charity” and that the 200-student Methodist- 
supported junior college will “either raise our 
own potatoes or buy them at local market 
prices.” He termed price support of farm pro- 
ducts “‘ridiculous’” and suggested that farmers 
“don't need that sort of protection,” and con- 
tinued, “that American people have got to put 
a stop to this sort of government paternalism, 
and I’m willing to let our little school take the 
lead.” 

“If we can’t make any money growing po- 
_tatoes or raising chickens, we can raise some- 
thing else. That is the American system.” 


Wealth, though useful, is fundamentally vulgar. It 
perverts a superior mind to the limitations of a 
common one, corrupting its motives with greed. 
Power, likewise, is surrender to a vulgar lust, the 
lust to dominate, and develops into a transgression 
of the rights of others-—A. Powell Davies. 
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BOOKS 


WHAT ARE YOU LIVING FOR? By John Sutherland 
Bonnell 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 188 pp. $2.00. 

This New York pastor, known nationally as minister 
of the ‘National Vespers” of NBC, here uses his skill 
as a teacher in showing how the rich resurces of God 
may be used in finding life’s ultimate purpose and 
reaching its higher goals. In the first of the four sec- 
tions he invites the reader to adventure, the second 
leads him from~doubt to faith, the third discusses 
courage to overcome, and the fourth the challenge of 
responsibility. Under each are six brief messages based 
on Bible texts, well illustrated and definitely to the 
point. On faith, he deals with the questions of science 
and origins to show faith that redeems, transforms and 
builds. The style is direct and appealing, coming as a 
personal message to strengthen and guide. Yet it 
presents a challenge to the church not to retire into 
monasticism to preserve itself during dark ages many 
expect, but to have faith and work zealously in the 
Kingdom to present the Christian gospel so it may meet 
the world’s need today as we renew our pledge of 
loyalty to the faith of our fathers. Here are sermons 
anyone may study with profit, may own to renew the 
inspiration derived from hearing the author, and may 
practice to demonstrate that ‘‘For me to live is Christ.” 
—Claude Richmond. 


THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD. By Richard R, 
Craemmerer, Ph.D. : 
Concordia Publishing House. 110 pp. 

For the multitudes who are dissatisfied with living 
ineffective lives as Christians, and for some of the 
self-satisfied who may be aroused by reading this little 
book, Dr. Craemmerer redefines the strategy the New 
Testament suggests, and even adds enough detail to 
point out tactics which may be used. Some 175 Bible 
references in foot notes support his exposition of what 
the author calls, “the true and proved techniques for 
making an effective Christian witness in all the areas 
of our daily living.” The Church, he suggests, is to 
attack the world to change the hearts of people, one — 
by one, not to herd them into concentration camps 
labeled Church. “The Church is in the world,” he says, 
“in order to be for the world. It accomplishes its pur- 
pose by being different from the world in purity and 
faith and by simultaneously reaching out to the world 
in love and witness.’ The theme is well divided into 
eight chapters with suggestive subdivisions. He is 
definite in his definitions and in suggesting methods and 
techniques. The book should be very useful to ministers 
and teachers as well as laymen in helping Christian 
love operate as a dynamic force.—Claude Richmond. 


THE MINISTRY. Edited by .J. Richard Spann. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 208 pp. $2.00. 

This book is based on the twenty-ninth symposium of a 
the Evanston, Illinois, annual conference on ministerial — 


_ training. _ It is interesting, factual and helpful to any 


diligent reader. The various aspects of the ministry are _ 
considered by outstanding homiletical minds. It reads . 
rapidly, yet makes a deep impression upon one’s life. i. 

The book is divided into three parts. The first divi- — 
sion is concerned with the requirements and qualifica- — 
tions of a minister. The call, background, preparation | 
and evaluation of the task are dealt with comprehen- ‘ 
sively, The second section deals with the work of the — 
ministry, Such men as Dr. Sockman evaluate the 
office of preacher, and Dr. Carr the minister as a 
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Books 
to Live and 
Work With 


THE HIGHER HAPPINESS 


By RALPH W. SOCKMAN 


The Beatitudes of Jesus, 
says Dr. Sockman, lead the 
way to life at its best —to 
the true and lasting happi- 
ness that comes from deep 
companionship with God. 

To make the guiding light 
of the Beatitudes clearer to 
see and follow today, Dr. 
Sockman here presents a 
revealing, illuminating dis- 
cussion of the basic qualities 
they outline. He explains the 
seeming paradoxes in this portion of the world’s 
greatest sermon so reasonably, applies them to 
life so practically, that every reader will realize 
the true happiness of the Christian way. $2 


PREACHING THE MIRACLES 
OF JESUS 


By HILLYER H. STRATON 


Miracles, Dr. Straton 
says, were Jesus’ way 
of demonstrating God's 
concern for man — and 
the world today needs 
above all else this con- 
crete assurance of divine 
love. 

To help every present- 
day minister ‘‘preach the 
miracles of Jesus,” here 
is a sound, helpful ex- 
position of each of the 
Gospel miracle azcounts — an exposition which 
explores its ultimate meaning and relevance to 
human life and needs. A wealth of practical 
homiletical suggestions for fresh, original ser-: 
mons that bring home to men and women the 
eternal love of God. $2.50 
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purpose, and power. 
Here is invitation, 
strength, encouragement— 
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pointing to Christ as the 
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and effective personality—the best answer to 
the question: ‘‘Whai are you living for?" $2 
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religious educator. The final section analyzes the 
minister’s personal life. This is concerned with his 
health, temptations, study and higher compensations. 

Such a book as “The Ministry’ is helpful, because in 
the midst of multitudinous activities a man’s perspec- 
tive of his office and work can be distorted. Such 
yolumes restore our vision and stir the fire of our soul 
to be, in the real sense, good ministers of Jesus Christ. 
—A. Wallace Copper. 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF CIVILIZATION. 
Schweitzer. 
The Macmillan Company. 347 pp. $5.00. 

Herewith is the first American edition of Schweit- 
zer’s PHILOSOPHY OF CIVILIZATION, Parts I and II, 
available to an eager public. Anything this distin- 
guished physician and missionary statesman has to say 
is a matter for serious study and immediate attention. 
Now that the man, himself, has been presented to the 
American public, both in person and in biography, it 
is especially appropriate that his magnwm opus should 
be at hand. 

The first Part, The Decay and the Restoration of 
Civilization, was begun in 1900 and completed shortly 
after the close of World War I. Its five chapters deal 
with the root causes of decay and collapse in civiliza- 
tion as we know it, and set forth with cogent argument 
and insight the essentially ethical character of civiliza- 
tion, 

Part Two, Civilization and Ethics, comprising twenty- 
two chapters, takes up the crisis in civilization and its 
spiritual cause and proceeds to discuss the complex 
problems of modern times in the light of historic 
philosophies and in the face of new world ideologies. 
His discourse runs through the great philosophical sys- 
tems, Kant, Spinoza, Leibniz, J. G. Fichte, Schiller, 
Goethe, Schleiermacher, Hegel, Schopenhauer and Niet- 
zsche. The reading is not easy,-but the work of think- 
ing through both philosophy and history is rewarding 
and imperative. Following in the steps of a spiritually 
sensitive philosopher, such as Albert Schweitzer, the 
reader can be sure that he is not walking in the clouds, 
but that he is making a pilgrimage by the side of 
one who has both feet on the ground and whose mind 
is stayed on God. 

_If there is such a thing as a “must”? book for the 
preacher and statesman in today’s world, this is it. 
—John W. McKelvey. 


By Albert 


? 


MY SERMON NOTES ON THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
W. P. Van Wyk. 
Baker Book House. $1.50. 


This is the author’s ninth book of sermons based on 
forty years in the ministry. The outlines are offered 
as a guide and an aid in individual study of the 
Scriptures and as such are useful to Laymen as well as 
ministers. The material is Biblical, expository and 
conservative. The study of these outlines should do 
much to strengthen one’s prayer life. 

The book is divided into two sections. The first 
eight sermon outlines are based on phrases from the 
Lord’s Prayer. The second part contains ten outlines 
for additional sermons mainly on worship and devotion. 

Each sermon outline includes theme, text, Scripture 
lesson, introduction and quite a complicated outline. 
There are no illustrations given which would have 
increased clarity for Laymen and preaching value for 
ministers. These sermon notes should be very suggestive 
for a series of teaching sermons, to follow Easter, up 
to Pentecost.—O. F. Banning. 
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heaven. 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES. By Wilbur M. Smith, 
D.D. 
W. A. Wilde Company. 425 pp. and index $2.75. 

This “Commentary on the International Bible Les- 
sons for Christian Teaching” is the seventy-sixth volume 
since the first uniform lesson were issued in 1872, and 
as usual places chief emphasis on interpreting the text 
from the conservative viewpoint. Topics and memory 
verses for each department are given, with an outline 
of the text and notes on its setting and some sugges- 
tions to the teacher. But the chief value is in the 
expository material gathered from many sources, most. 
of which are indicated. The topical index in the back 
and the Scripture references in the table of contents 
will be useful for reference by those not having other 
commentaries. Suggestions for the teacher’s library 
are useful, and the illustrations are similar to those 
in a Bible Dictionary. The preface is a brief comment 
tying in contemporary events.—Claude Richmond, 


GIVING A REASON FOR OUR HOPE. Carl L. H. 
Henry. 
W. A. Wilde Company. 96 pp. $1.50. 

This is an unusual book in that it presents Christian 
truth in the form of questions and answers. The author 
has had wide experience with university students to 
whom he has presented the gospel, conducted forums, 
and answered their many questions regarding problems 
the inquiring mind confronts. The great issues about 
which questions were asked are: Knowledge of God, 
Christianity and non-Christian views, Christianity as it 
faces science, evil history and man’s nature. 

The comprehensiveness of some questions makes a 
complete and final answer an impossibility. However, 
the answers point in the direction of solution, and give 
insight into the Christian meaning. The book is a 
splendid addition to a minister’s library because its 
contents give the firm foundation on which the gospel 
is based.—A. Wallace Copper. 


THE PRIVATE DEVOTIONS OF LANCELOT 
ANDREWES. 

Translated and Arranged Anew by Joha Henry Newman. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 146 pp. $1.25. 

It is refreshing to have one of the saints brought 
vividly to the attention of our contemporary generation 
through the applied technique of prayer. With modern 
men seeking so desperately for the wherewithal in 
spiritual power and inner peace, this. book of Bishop 
Andrewes’ prayers is a happy Godsend. What with the 
renewed emphasis on prayer and the deepening of the 
devotional life, this volume comes like a breeze from 
The resulting effect on all who read, or better 
still,, pray these prayers, will be fresh power and 
quickened insights for the facing of these days. 

The book is attractively printed and is compact in- 
size. It ought to be a high favorite for those who 
cherish precious values in«small containers. 

The scope of the prayers and the analysis of the 
technique of prayer are both strong arguments for the 
re-issuing of this book. Not only does the good bishop 
discuss the matter of preparation for prayer and the 
character of morning and evening prayers, but he sets 
forth in a series of prayers, the five phases of prayer: 
Confession, Prayer for Grace, Profession, Intercession, 
and Praise. K 

Surely the earnest and devout man will profit greatly 
by the study and practice of prayer, as set forth so 
eloquently and sublimely in Bishop Andrewes’ prayers. 
—John W. McKelvey. 


The Expositor 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


Selected for National Evening 
Hymn Memorial Carillon at 


ARLINGTON NATIONAL 
CEMETERY 


SI 


SS 


“WHILE THESE BELLS RING, 
SAFELY REST. FREEDOM LIVES!” 


So reads the Memorial Tablet com- 
memorating this gift of a mighty 
electronic Carillon from the Ameri- 
can Veterans of World War II to 
the people of the United States. 


We, as the maker, are greatly 
honored that “‘Carillonic Bells’ 
have been accepted by Harry S. 
Truman, President of the United 
States, The Congress, and other 
Government bodies for this soul- 
stirring memorial. 


The ever-increasing number of 
“‘Carillonic Bell’’ instruments pro- 
viding vibrant ‘Living Memorials” 
in churches, universities, and pub- 
lic locations throughout the world 
testify to the musical and mechan- 
ical superiority of this Schulmerich 
product. 


Prices are amazingly low—No 
tower is required. For informa- 
tion, write ... 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 


193 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


ae ee Sok ee cea 


ore 


March, 1950 


ae 


“ 


SS 


WW 


$7.50 


7 


THE Complete, Concise 
AUTHORITY 


This is the authoritative work that 
ministers and serious-minded laymen 
have long sought. Based on sound 
Protestant scholarship, it is the come 
plete one-volume Commentary. 


Actually, the Abingdon Bible Commene 
tary is a condensed Bible Library—five 
helpful, fact-filled books of over 1400 
pages within a single binding. The five 
titles are: Articles on the Bible as @ 
Whole; Articles on the Old Testament; 
Commentary on the Books of the Old 
Testament; Articles on the New Testa- 
ment, and Commentary on the Books of 
the New Testament. This great work was 
edited by three nationally recognized 
men—Edwin Lewis, David G. Downey, 
Frederick Carl Eislen, assisted by more 
than sixty famed associates. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT IN CROSS WORD PUZZLES. 
By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson. Wilde, $1.00. 
A companion yolume to the same author's Old Testa- 


ment Life of Christ, Teachings of the Bible, etc., in 
Cross Word Puzzles, this is a worthy addition to the 
publisher’s list of Religious Recreation Books. There 


are 52 puzzles, with answers in the back of the book. 
The Foreword says “The purpose of this book is to 
tell, in the form of puzzles, of incidents in the lives 
of people who were helped and impressed by the love 
of Christ.” Many of the definitions are Scripture refer- 
ences lacking the required word. Each has a text, which 
is indicated by numbered definitions.—Claude Richmond. 


BEST SERMONS. 1949-1959 Edition. 
Edited by G. Pau! Butler, Harper. 325 pp. $3.00. 

This current volume of BEST SERMONS is a rich 
mine of homiletic techniques, an invaluable source of 
study on ‘How to do it’, and a splendid cross-section of 
spiritual fare such as is nourishing the American pub- 
lic in this critical time in history. Every preacher who 
yearns to improve his preaching powers as well as to 
discover how his contemporaries are dealing with and 
interpreting divine truths, will bé amply repaid for his 
pains, even if he learns nothing new from the homi- 
letic standpoint, provided he realizes what Elijah, after 
bitter experience, came to truth that 
there are in America ‘thousands who have not bowed 
the knee to baal.” In this kinship of the pulpit lies a 
potent resource for the thousands this Jand 
who have themselves to the “foolishness of 
preaching.” 

The editor has not attempted to present any theology 
in his selection of 52 sermons, but he has analyzed .the 
sermons into appropriate sub-sections. such as: Adora- 
tion, The Bible, The Christian Life, The Church, 
Easter, Faith, Freedom, Man. Nature, Religion, helpful 


realize as the 


across 


given 


because it tends to bring themes and emphases into 
focus, 
One great advantnge of the volume lies in its re- 


oudiation of creedal barriers. sermons being included 


from Protestant. Jewish, and Roman Catholic pulpits. 
Varying viewpoints in theological matters are repre- 


sented. The total effect is good.—John W. McKelvey. 


PALESTINE JIS OUR BUSINESS. 
By Millar Burrows. Westminster Press. 155 pp. $2.50. 

‘The little nation of Israel exists. This, says the 
author, is the most important fact in the Palestinian 
situation. He is Winkley professor of Biblical theology, 
Yale University Divinity School. Residence in the Near 
East has given him an intimate knowledge of what is 
‘involved in the division of Palestine. 

He strongly feels that Zionism is morally wrong. 
The basic human rights of the Arabs, the native people 
of the country, have been violated, he declares. This, 
he points out, is the basic moral fact on which every- 
thing else in the situation depends. 

‘What about the Zionists’ claim that Palestine belongs 
to them by right as their national home? This claim 
is based on Biblical, historical, and legal grounds. In 
chapter 4 the author disposes of all these arguments. 
They are not strong enough to establish a right of the 
Jews to impose their own state on the native population 
of Palestine, he concludes. 

The most pressing problem is relief for the Arab 
refugees, Dr. Burrows says. Next to the resettlement 
and rehabilitation of the refugees comes the definition 
of the boundaries of Israel. Other points on the agenda 
are: Securing a satisfactory administration of Jerusa- 
lem and the holy places, helping the Palestinian Arabs 
to secure the~government they want, promoting the 
social and economic welfare of the whole Middle East, 
and finding homes for the excess population of Israel. 
—Paul R. Kirts. 
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Ilid- Week Suggestions 


I. A Shout of Victory 


Organ: “ Adagio’ —Rubenstemm. 

Invocation: “Let the words of my mouth and 
the meditations of my heart be acceptable in 
Thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my re- 
deemer.” Psalm 19:14. 

Hymn: "O Saviour, Precious Saviour 

Psalm: 90, responsively. 

Hymn: “Art ‘thou Weary, Art Thou Lan- 
guid?” 

Scripture: John 1:5-12; John 8:12-18; John 
16:33, 1721-95 | Cormier S-57- 

Hymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Son of God... 

Meditation: “In me ye may have peace. In the 
world ye have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world.” : 

Jesus maintained His note of peace and victory, 
in the face of seeming defeat, even at the moment 
when those near and dear to Him could see only 
darkness. Let us look closely at the three things 
emphasized in the words of Jesus— 

1. The inward peace, which He wants to bestow 

upon those who will accept it. 

2. Ouewvard tribulation, the certain lot of man, if 

not fortifed by divine inner peace. 

3. The courageous confidence shining forth from 
His every word, that His strength can overcome 
every ill and every danger or temptation beset- 
ting mortal man. 

Tribulation is to be accepted as continuous and 
inevitable by frail humankind, but the victorious 
Jesus Christ tells us, ‘Be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” Where one might expect ad- 
mission of defeat, you hear a confident note of vic- 
tory, hope centered on Life Eternal, darkness dis- 
pelled by Light. 

Hymn: “Come Thou Almighty King, help 
us Thy Name to Sing.” 

Reader: 
LAN 

(Have young man kneel before picture of Christ, 
head bowed during first stanza. Lift face to lighted 
picture for second stanza) 


” 


’ 


“Peter's Repentance,’ George W. Wise- 


“With pride subdued and boastful spirit gone, 
He slowly knelt and prayed in agony; 

Thus changing common soil to holy ground, 
And making it his own Gethsemane. 


“And now as daylight hails the coming day, 
In his repenting heart a fairer morn, 
Unseen by human eye, steals o’er his soul, 

And in its blaze of light a saint is born. 


Hymn: “I need Thee, Precious Jesus.” 
Prayer, and Benediction. 
Organ: ‘Benedictus’”—Alock. 


II. The Law of Liberty 


Orgaa: “Christ Triumphant’—Yon, 
Invocation: “Be wise now therefore, O ye 
kings; be instructed ye judges of the ea 
serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with 
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upon thousands of people are “Children, will you please stop your quarreling?” 
° ° ar Mother was indignant. 
discussing and praising 


g “But we're not quarreling,” said Alice. 
Oxford’s great new classic 


“No, we're not,’’ said Bob. 


“Of course you are quarreling,’ said Mother. “I can 


IN OUR IMAGE hear you in the kitchen.” 
; “Mother, we’re not quarreling,” insisted Alice. “We're 


playing Ma and Pa.” 


Endorsed by noted leaders . . . eagerly ; ; 
welcomed by Christians of all creeds, this Such is home education. 
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trembling. Blessed are they that trust in him.” 
Psalm 2. 

Hymn: “High in the Heavens... .” 

Psalm: 89, responsively. 

Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of 
Lifeus 

Scripture: James 1:23-27; John 8:31-37. 

Hymn: “Teach Me, My God and King.” 


Meditation: When one enters New York harbor, 
the first sign and symbol of the new world that 
catches the eye is the. statue of Liberty, as if to 
suggest to every pilgrim that to the American mind 
and ambition Liberty is the very prelude to national 
life. The Apostle Paul would have suggested quite 
a different kind of statue for the entrance of our 
greatest harbor; to him, Liberty was not a seed; 
Liberty is a fruit, the result of something done, 
something accomplished. Paul would have devised 
something to place in that harbor entrance to suggest 
that one must do something to earn Liberty; one 
must needs take a step toward the heritage of Free- 
dom, and this would above all things suggest some- 
thing toward holiness, righteousness, of rectitude, 
which comes of communion with God, thus to earn 
the holy fruit of Freedom. 

There is a so-called freedom which is merely an 
external release from controls, or bondage of one 
kind or another, while the real tyranny remains 
within. You may go to the docks and find a great 
liner bound by mighty cables, and you may untie 
those cables, thus externally your liner will be free. 
But suppose there is no coal in her bunkers, no fires 
in her furnaces, and you will find that merely re- 
leasing the outward cables did nothing for the liner; 
it cannot move away from the docks into the great 
deep on its own initiative. 

Merely to sever outward bondage that binds me to 
some type of servitude may leave me morally and 
spiritually tied with unbreakable cables. Jesus 
taught his followers there is only one road to the 
hill of freedom; it begins with faith and trust in 
him, continues only in surrendering our will to him 
not as a slave and bondsman, but cheerfully and 
gladly and joyously, thus producing the fruit which 
Paul calls “the glorious liberty of the children of 
God.” 

No, it is not a complicated procedure which only 
a scientist, a philosopher, or statesman can under- 
stand; it is the. simple acceptance of the words of 
Jesus, as he taught them to his fishermen-followers, 
people like you and those about us, to believe that 
he is just what he said he is, the Son of God, come 
‘to seek and to save those who would accept his help, 
and follow him into Eternal life. The Lord says 
simply, “Believe in me,’ “Abide in my word,” and 
he means just that.. We need=not understand all 
the complicated questions which many throw into our 
paths as stumbling blocks; all we need to do is to 
see and accept Jesus just as he is, and believe him, 
_ and do what he told us to do, and the fruit—'Ye 

shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free’’—that is Free in spirit, which is the only actual 
freedom. Yes, Paul was bound in chains as a 
prisoner, held in a dungeon, but he was free, because 
he. could sing and through that freedom could win 
the freedom of the jailer assigned to keep him in 
bondage. 

Hymn: ‘Father, All Glorious, O’er All Vic- 
tétious 4.f.00 

Reader: “Where is the Work?’ Macdonald. 
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merciful purpose of sending forgiveness to 


-feason that this conviction continues to be felt 


I said, “I will walk in the fields.’ God said, 


“Nay, walk in the town.” . 
I said, “There are no flowers there.” He said, 
“No flowers, but a crown.” 


I said, “But the fogs are thick and clouds 
Are veiling the sun.” 

He answered: “But hearts are sick and souls 
In the dark undone.” 

I said, “But the skies are black; there is 
Nothing but noise and din.” 

And He wept as He led me back. “There is more,” 
He said; “‘there is sin.” 

I said, “I shall miss the light and friends will 
Miss me, they say.” 

He answered: “Choose ye tonight if I must 
Miss you or they.” 


I pleaded for time to be given. He said, 
“Is it hard to decide? 

It will not seem hard in heaven to have 
Followed the steps of your guide.” 


Hymn: “Lead Kindly Light... .” 
Prayer, and Benediction. 

Hymn: “Jesus, Still Lead On... .” 
Organ: “March Religeuse’”—Gounod. 


His Cross 
(From page 108) 
“curtains” for all they had held dear, and for 
all they had dared to hope for. If it is our 
common experience to be staggered by the 
spectacle of the sufferings of the good and the 
triumph of the forces of evil, then it would 
run true to experience to discover the disciples 
completely laid low by the crucifixion. How 
could God, their God, have allowed the un- 
speakably dreadful crucifixion of their Lord 
and Master, if He were good and just and. 
omnipotent? And how could they believe any 
longer, when He died, in the love of God? 
Part of the answer to these questions lies in 
the incredible fact of the Resurrection. Part of 
it lies in the irrefutable conviction that “‘some- 
how the crucifixion had been brought about — 
by the purpose of God, and moreover, by His 


sinners — a forgiveness which could even em- 
brace the men who had crucified Jesus.” Of 
course, the cross continues to exert power from 
generation to generation for the very simple 


whenever men look at that Strange Man on 
His Cross. Pascal was right in saying, “Jesus 
will be in agony until the end of the world.” — 

But not only does Jesus’ Cross reaffirm for 
us the love of God and vouchsafe to us for-_ 
giveness and reconciliation; it also says to us, 
as it said to Jesus, that the secret to victory in 
life’s straight race, is the acceptance of vicari- 


ous suffering. I do not mean self-centered 
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— 


suffering. I mean suffering that begins in- 
side ourselves, but only to the end that we 
may be pushed as it were outside ourselves in 
loving thoughtfulness for and in behalf of 
others. This actually is an unavoidable 
must”, but we respond to it with “painful 
steps and slow.” 

This ‘‘must’’ is eloquently expounded in the 
story of the young girl who came down the 
“sawdust trail” and knelt briefly at the mourn- 
er’s bench. Very quickly she was on her feet, 
her face aglow, and saying, “Jesus has saved 
me!”’ 

But the old evangelist in charge took her by 
the shoulders and pushed her down again. 
“No, honey, no,” he said, “you ain’t cried 
enough yet.” 

Professor Hedley said, in commenting on 
this episode, that he had to grow older and 
wiser and to suffer many things himself before 
he ever saw any sense in the evangelist’s point 
of view. “Is not that,” he asked, “just what 
is wrong with our comfortable life, and with 
our careless, self-sufficient living? How can 
we know the meaning of life until we have 
plumbed its depths? How can we test our 
loyalties until they have been shaken in the 
storms of hatred and contempt? How can we 
call ourselves ‘Christians’, until we know for 
ourselves something of the way of sacrifice by 
which Jesus became for us the Christ?” 

What I am trying to suggest is exactly what 
an editorial in mundane Collier’s Weekly re- 
cently set forth under the title, “The Gate to 
Peace Is the Church Door.’” Namely, we who 
believe in the preaching of the cross have an 
unparalleled opportunity in today’s topsy-turvy 
world for bringing order out of chaos and 
blessing out of disaster. How? By sharing 
voluntarily and unstintedly the suffering of 
others. 

We have shared so little, and certainly what 
we have shared has caused us scarcely any 
suffering or hardship, and yet how great has 
been the good which that little has accom- 
plished! More amazing yet, that little would 
never have been shared if long ago Jesus had 
not suffered for sinners under Pontius Pilate, 
and been crucified, dead, and buried. Our suf- 
fering, of course, will never equal His, buat 
in Him is our hope that through whatever 
vicarious suffering we accept, the same vic- 
tory and triumph shall be ours both in this 
world and in the next. 

'. 
It takes more insight, more courage, more devo- 


ti n than most people have any idea of for some of 
hose who serve us to go on with their work.— 


A. Powell Davies. 
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Inferiority 
(From page 106) 
legitimate phase of this unfortunate personal- 
ity pattern. It is also the logical consequence 
of a fear that one is inferior. Under the 
guise of the pressure of duty, which enhances 
his desire to feel important, he withdraws from 
active participation in community religious af- 
fairs. Protesting his purity of doctrine and his 
wish not to violaté his soul by association with 
clergymen whose theological concepts he af- 
firms are inadequate and positively harmful, 
he withdraws into his own bailiwick where he 
can be in supreme command and where there 
is no possibility that his wish to be important 
may be challenged. In his own narrow little 
world he can, in unmolested selfishness, bask 
in the sunlight of his own unreflected glory 
and not be annoyed by any unpleasant re- 
minder that there may be others whose abili- 
ties and achievements are superior to his own. 
This attitude induces a pernicious cycle, for one 
retreat inevitably invites another, and the un- 
fortunate man becomes a lonely, unhappy soul. 
This personality pattern manifests itself fur- 
ther in extreme sensitiveness. This is not to 
say that the minister should not be sensitive. 
He should be sensitive so far as others are 
concerned, and suspicious of himself, so far 
as his own tendency to be more than ordinarily 
sensitive is concerned. Over-sensitiveness is 
an invariable indication of a personal malad- 
justment, and its genesis is usually fear. He 
flares up at unexpected times and places be- 
cause he is piqued with the deep-rooted fear 
that the position he wishes to assume and fears 
is false, and his uncertain self-esteem, are be- 
ing challenged and are in danger of being ex- 
posed. He must display undue aggressiveness 
to nullify his own fear and the haunting sus- 
picion that others suspect his inadequacy. Such 
a display usually indicates, quite reliably, the 
minister's profound disquietude due to feeling 
interior. It will display itself in immature 
conduct patterns in his own home. He will 
see and read his fears into innocent situations. 
On one occasion a minister had caused to be 
printed in the village paper, a promotional 
article concerning the coming to his church 
of a certain missionary of his particular faith. 
The article contained a general invitation, inno- 
cently inserted, to the community to attend. 
Another clergyman of the community of a 
different faith thought he saw in the article an. 
attempt to proselyte certain of his own flock. 
He was truly a disturbed gentleman and cher- 
ished deep feelings of inferiority and resent- 
ment, which also forms a real part of this 
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personality pattern, but he had no real reason 
to feel inferior. He possessed superior endow- 
ments, but somewhere in his history, he had 
been made to feel inferior and uncertain of 
himself and his role in life. He immediately 
penned the allegedly offending pastor a burn- 
ing renunciation. “You have no right to do 
this,” he stormed, ‘This is just another indi- 
cation of your unduly aggressive policy in this 
community.” Unfortunately, this disturbance 
had militated against him through his minis- 
try and had exhibited itself in many ways, 
rendering ineffective what would otherwise 
have been a very fine community contribution. 
How constantly the man who is expected to be 
of God should examine and guard the laby- 
tinthian structures of his own thought-life. 
Then there is the clergyman who reveals 
more than he inspires, by an unseemly quest 
for publicity, comic attempts at sensationalism, 
and an immature seeking for the spectacular ! 
One gets the impression that he is playing a 
part (which in reality he is), a part which he 
feels to be adequate and impressive. It is a 
role that stands in contrast with the inadequate 
self which he fears is his true self. Thus he 
engages in the bizarre, and resorts to stunts 
and tricks to enhance his “drawing power.” 
He advertises such subjects as “Did She Jump 
or Was She Pushed?” and “When God 
Vomits.”” He endeavors to be a funny man, 
under the delusion that people are so lacking 
in discernment that they cannot distinguish the 
superficial from the genuine, and that in mak- 
ing them laugh he is attracting more attention 


to himself than he would do them good by }4- 


causing them to think. His appraisal of human 
nature is faulty, because his appraisal of himself 
is faulty. 

At the other extreme of the pendulum is the 
pose of erudition. This minister feels it is 
incumbent upon him to seek refuge for his 
fancied inadequacy behind a barrage of twelve- 
cylinder words and fanciful phrases. Small won- 
der that so many of our sermons drift over the 
heads of our listeners. Pity them! For the ser- 
mons were not made for the people but for the 
clergyman himself. Unconsciously, they were 
composed and phrased to bolster his own ego. 
Unwittingly he thinks, “If I make this matter 
erudite enough I will command the respect of 
people. They will think me intellectual, which 
of course I really am not. However, this will 
cause them to consider me so.” So, he deals 
with the oblique. He indulges in catch phrases. 
He traffics in the periphery. He seeks to be 
considered learned and accomplished. Thus he 
compensates for his deep-lying fear of being 
thought inferior because of his fancied Jack 
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of accomplishment. In deep reality he fears 
his message is inadequate because he fears he, 
himself, is inadequate. Therefore he preaches, 
if such the exercise can be called, not to edify, 
but to impress. Wishing to appear modern and 
up-to-date and thus to compensate again, he 
deals learnedly with the cleverness of modern 
“Best Sellers,’’ as a pabulum substitute for what 
he considers to be the inadequate, old-fashioned 
and outmoded declarations of the gospel. He 
feels a compulsion to appear clever and smart 
before men, for he seeks their praise more 
than he seeks the praise of God. So far as 
he is concerned, the praise of God is intan- 
gible, and it fails to gratify the ego, as does 
the praise of man. 

Above all things, the minister of the Gospel 
must know his own soul. He must gain cour- 
age to look frarikly upon himself and under- 
stand something of his own motivation. Needed 
above many things else in the profession of 
the ministry is the ability to see one’s inner 
self objectively. The preacher must search his 
own soul, and see his motivations as they 
really are. This isnot to say that he ever will 
be able, perfectly, so to do, but he can go far 
in that regard if, having ears, he will hear. Let 
him rigidly suspect himself as he is inclined 
to suspect others. Then having achieved an 
honest insight as to the nature of his own soul, 
let him crowd his mind full of kind, loving 
and honest thoughts. Let him strive to forget 
himself by concentrating upon situations and 
interests apart from himself. One is helped to 
a certain extent by examining himself, but 
absorption with the self will prove detri- 


wi 


mental. Having seen himself as he truly is, — 


in the process of self-analysis, let him straight- 
way forget himself in an outgoing, outgiving 
process of self-emptying. Thus he will, in the 
course of time, emerge a truly emancipated 
personality. Above all he must be true with 
himself. Then it will follow that he will be 
true with all men, and with his God. 


Mortality 
(From page 104) 


tioned, are not, of course, the ground of our. 


confidence in Eternal Life. The ground of 
that confidence is Jesus Christ, Who Himself 


rose triumphant from the dead and said, “I © 


am the Resurrection and the Life.” 
I live, ye shall live also.” 


“Because 
But these are 


mighty intimations which render credible to— 
our minds and hearts the announcement of — 


Eternal Life in Christ. 
When Columbus, drawing near to the un- 


known continent, saw leaves and branches — 
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floating in the sea, he knew, although he could 
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not see that continent, that he was drawing 
near to another world. So is it that in the 
affections and longings of his heart, in the 
instinct of his nature for justice, and in the 
shadow-like brevity and pitiful incompleteness 
of life, the soul of man sees portents and 
intimations, floating messengers, as it were, 
which help him to believe that beyond time’s 
ocean, there is another world: 


. “A land of pure delight 

Where saints immortal reign. 

Infinite day excludes the night 
And pleasures banish pain.’ 
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Clergy Cross Emblem...... 143 

Christian Education............ 133 


Goodenough & Woglom...... 86 


ORGANS (Pipe) 


Austin Organ Co.........-....- 148 
Wicks Organ Co.........-..--..- 146 
PUBLISHERS 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
sieisecedactetesene ste 131, 185, 137, 148 


Baker Book House.............. 146 


CONCORDIA PUB. CO... 
otis cece 98, 102, 133, 147 


Norton, W. W. & Co....... 98 
Oxford Pubs Co. ==35= 139 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
American S. S. Union..... 131 
Standard Pub. Co......133, 135 


WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 
St. Joseph’s Art Glass...... 144 


Firms whose names you find here have proven their 
integrity in serving BUYERS of Church Equipment 


The Expositor 


